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To  COR  Venerable  Rkethken,  liave  issued  Letters  on  Political  JYv^er  qo 


All  Patkiarchs,  Primates,  Arch- 
bishops, AND  Bishops  of  the 
Catholic  World, 

IK  GRACE  AND  COM3IHKION  WITH  THE 
A-POStolic  See, 

POPE  LEO  XllL 
YENEILVBLE  BHETHREN, 
Health  Apostolic  Benediction. 

It' is  not  surprising  that  the  spirit  of 
revolutionary  change,  vvliich  lias  long 
been  predominant  in  the  nations  of  the 
lYorld,  should  have  passed  beyond  politics 
and  made  its  intiuence  felt  in  the  cognate 
hold  of  practical  econoni}'.  The  elements 
of  a coiiiiict  a>’e  uninisiakablc  : the  grovfth 
of  industry,  and  the  surprising  discoveries 
\ of  science  ; the  changed  relations  of  mas- 
i tors  and  workmen  ; the  enormous  fortunes 
of  individuals,  and  the  poverty  of  the 
i;  masses  ; the  increased  self-reliance  and 
the  closer  mutual  combination  of  the 
'./  v7orking  population  : and,  finally,  a 

I gCDorai  Jiioral  do ’.eri oration.  Thomomen- 
.1  LOUS  seriousness  of  the  present  state  of 
\ ihings  just  now  fills  every  mind  with 
^ painful  ajiprchcnsion  ; vdse  men  discuss 
ji  ; pj-aclical  men  ]no^iC  '::  schv.iues  ; popu- 
lar me.eliug.s,  legislatures,  and  sovereign 
princes,  all  arc  occupied  with  it — and 
there  is  iiotliirig  which  has  a deeper  hold 
on  jmblic  attention. 

Therefore,  Vcueralile  Brethren,  as  on 
former  occasions,  when  it  seemed  oppor- 
! tune  to  refute  false  teacliing,  We  have 
( addressed  you  in  the  interests  of  the 
j Church  and  of  the  coininon  weal,  and 


Human  Liberty,  on  the  Christian  Consti- 
tution of  the  State,  and  on  similar  sub- 
jects, so  now  We  have  thought  it  useful 
to  speak  on 

The  Condition  of  Labor. 

It  is  a matter  on  'which  }>ave  touched 
once  or  twice  already.  But  in  this  Letter 
the  responsibility  of  the  Apostolic  ufH:c 
urges  Us  to  treat  the  tpuestion  exj^reoslv 
and  at  length,  in  order  that  there  may  be 
no  mistake  as  to  the  principles  tvhich 
truth  and  justice  dictate  for  its  settlcrr  -:nt. 
The  discussion  is  not  eas}>,  nor  is  it  free 
from  danger.  It  is  not  easy  to  define  the 
relative  rights  and  the  mutual  duties  of 
the  wealthy  and  of  the  poor,  of  capital 
and  of  labor.  And  the  danger  lies  iii 
this,  that  crafty  agitators  consiautly  make 
use  of  these  disputes  to  pervert  ramfs 
judgments  and  to  stir  up  the  pooplr  Ic 
sedition. 

But  adl  agree,  and  there  can  be  no  qraw- 
tion  YYhatever,  that  some  remedy  must  bo 
found,  and  quickly  fouud,  for  the  mR;-?  . 
and  vrreLchedness  which  press  so  hoa  . Hv 
at  this  moroeiii  on  Uic  largo  iriajorit,  A 
the  very  poo]'.  The  ancient  v.oikmoid.; 
Guilds  were  destroyed  hi  Dio  hub.  ce?-  -v, 
and  no  other  organization  took  D'ei'- p!,v,  . 
Bublic  institutions  and  the  lavts  liave 
repudiated  the  ancient  religion.  .Ho 
by  degrees  it  has, come  to  pass  that  Wor''> 
ing  Men  liave  been  given  over,  isolated 
and  defenceless,  to  the  callousness  of 
employers  and  the  greed  of  unrestrained 
competition.  The  evil  has  been  increaseil 
by  rapacious  Usury,  v.'hich.,  althoiigli 
more  than  once  condcintnei.1  by  the 
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Cliui-cli,  is  nevcrtbclcss,  uuder  a diffcrcDt 
form  but  Vvitli  the  same  guilt,  still  prac- 
tised by  avaricious  and  grasping  men. 
And  to  this  must  be  added  the  custom  of 
•woi’king  by  contract,  and  the  concentra- 
tion of  so  many  braitches  of  trade  in  the 
hands  of  a few  individuals,  so  that  a 
small  number  of  very  rich  men  have  been 
able  to  lay  upon  iho  masses  of  the  poor 
a yoke  little  better  ibrni  slaveiy  itself. 

Socialists  and  Private  Property. 

To  remedy  these  evils  the  Eociedista. 
working  on  the  poor  man’s  euvy  of  the 
rich,  endeavor  to  destroy  ])riyate  property, 
and  maintain  that  individnal  possessions 
should  become  the  common  property  of 
all,  to  be  administered  by  the  State  or  by 
municipal  bodies.  They  hold  that,  by 
thus  transferring  property  from  private 
persons  to  the  coiiimunity,  the  present 
evil  state  of  things  he  set  to  rights, 
because  each  citizen  will  then  have  his 
equal  share  of  whatever  there  is  to  enjo3v 
}3ut  their  proposals  arc  so  clearly  futile 
for  all  practical  purposes,  that  if  tliey 
vrere  carried  out  the  working  man  him- 
self would  bo  among  the  first  to  suffer. 
TIorcover  they  ane  emphaticall}’  unjust, 
because  they  would  rob  the  lavoful  posses- 
sor, bring  the  State  into  a sphere  that  is 
not  its  own,  and  cauvse  complete  confusion 
in  the  community. 

It  is  surely  undeniable  that,  wTreu  a 
raan  engages  in  remunerative  labor,  the 
very  reason  and  motive  of  his  work  is  to 
obiain  property,  and  to  hold  it  as  his  ovfn 
private  possession.  If  one  man  hires 
out  to  another  his  strength  or  his  industry, 
he  does  this  for  tlie  purpose  of  receiving 
in  return  w^hat  is  necessary  for  food  and 
living  ; he  thereby  expressly  proposes  to 
acquire  a full  and  real  right,  not  only  to  the 
remuneration,  but  also  to  the  disposal  of 
that  remuneratiou  as  he  pleases.  Thus, 
if  he  lives  sparingly,  sa-ves  money,  and 
ivivests  his  savings,  for  greater  security, 
in  land 5 the  land  in  such  a case  is  only  his 
w<ages  in  another  form  ; and,  conse- 
qucully,  a workingman’s  little  estate  thus 
i.ci'chased  should  be  as  completely  at  his 
o'm’U  (lisposal  as  the  wages  he  3‘oceives  for 
for  liis  labor.  But  it  is  precisely  iu  this 
p(r,veref  disposal  tliat  o^yn^:l■sh^p  consists, 
whclher  the  properly  be  land  or  movable 
goods.  The  Socicilists^  therefore,  in 
endeavoring  to  transfer  the  possessions  of 
imlividuals  to  the  comnmnity,  strike  at 
the  interests  of  every  wage-earner,  for 
they  deprive  liirn  of  tl)c  liberty  of  dispos- 
ing of  his  wages,  and  thus  of  all  hope 


and  possibility  jriincreaslng  his  stoick  and  i 
of  bettering  his  condition  in  life,  \ [ 

iriaii^s  Natural  Right  to  Private  Property, 
tVhat  is  of  st'b  vrcpJer  imporla?<tce,  ; 
hov  :ver,  :s  that  the  namely  they  proi^O^sc  • 
is  ij  .anifesuy  agair-t  iau'ce.  Tor  cver>v  ' 
man  has  by  imiure  ibe  right  to  possess  : 
propcrl}'  as  his  own;  This  is  one  of  the  | 
ciiief  points  'I  disilm tio;\  between  man  • 
and  Li;e  eniaw  l creation  Tor  the  brute 
has  no  p'owm  of  ••cif- direction,,  but  is  I 
govern e«i.  hy  two  cJuo,  ;•  stincts,  wliich  \ 
keep  his  pC'V,r-i^  alert,  move  him  to  use  [ 
his  strength,  and  determine  him  to  action  ^ 
without  the  power  of  choice.  These  ' 
instincts  are  self-preservation  and  the  ; 
propagation  of  the  species.  Both  can 
attain  their  purpose  by  means  of  things 
which  are  close  at  hand  ; beyond  their 
surroundings  the  brute  creation  cannot 
go,  for  they  are  moved  to  action  by  • 
sensibility  alone,  and  by  the  things  ' 
which  sense  perceives.  j3ut  with  man  it  ;• 
is  different  indeed.  He  possesses,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  full  perfection  of  animal  . 
nature,  and  therefore  he  enjoys,  at  least,  i 
as  much  as  the  rest  of  the  animal  race, 
the  fruition  of  the  things  of  the  body. 
But  animality,  however  perfect,  is  far 
from  being  the  v/hole  of  humanity,  and  I 
is  indeed  iiiimanity’s  humble  handmaid,  <; 
made  to  serve  and  o'uey.  It  is  the  mind,  • 
or  the  reason,  which  is  the  chief  thing  ; 
in  us  vriio  are  human  beings  ; it  is  this  : 
which  makes  a human  being  human,  and 
distinguishes  him  essentially  and  com-  i 
pletely  from  the  brute.  And  on  this  , 
accoimt  — viz.,  that  man  alone  among 
animals  possesses  reason  — it  must  be  '• 
wutbin  his  right  to  have  things  not  merely  ; 
for  temporary  and  momentary  use,  as  ' 
other  living  beings  have  them,  but  in  , 
stable  and  permanent  possession  ; he 
must  have  not  only  things  which  perish  ■ 
in  the  using,  but  also  those  '^7hich,  though  , 
used,  remain  for  use'  in  the  future. 

This  becomes  still  more  clearly  evident  ' ' 
if  we  consider  man’s  nature  a little  more  | 
deeply.  Tor  man,  comprehending  by  the  ; 
porver  of  his  reason  tilings  innumerable,  ^ 
and  joining  the  future  rvilli  the  jiresent  — 
being,  moreover,  the  master  of  his  orvn 
acts  — governs  himself  by  the  forosiglit  of  | 
his  counsel,  under  tlie  eternal  law  and  the 
power  of  God  Wliosc  Providence  governs  ; 
all  things.  Wlierefore  it  is  in  Ihs  power  : 
to  exercise  his  choice  not  only  on  things 
which  regard  his  present  welfare,  but  also  ; 
on  those.  Avliich  v/ill  be  for  his  advantage  ! 
in  lime  to  come.  Ifencc  man  not  only 
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can  possess  the  fruits  of  the  earth, 
out  also  the  earth  itself  ; for  of  the 
])roducts  of  the  earth  he  can  make  pro- 
vision for  the  future.  Man’s  needs  do  not 
die  out,  but  recur  ; satisfied  te-day,  they 
demand  new  supplies  to-morrovr.  Xatiire, 
therefore,  owes  to  man  a storehouse  that 
shall  never  fail,  the  daily  supply  of  his 
daily  wants.  And  this  he  finds  only  in 
the  ijiexhaustible  fertility  of  the  earth. 

Xor  must  Vfe,  at  this  stage,  have  re- 
course to  the  State. 

Hau  is  Older  the  State; 

And  he  holds  the  riglU  of  providing  for 
the  life  of  his  body  prior  to  the  formation 
of  any  State.  And  to  say  tliat  God  has 
given  the  earth  to  the  use  and  enjoyment 
of  the  universal  human  race  is  not  to 
deny  that  there  can  be  private  property. 
For  God  has  granted  the  earth  to  man- 
kind in  general  ; not  in  the  sense  that  all 
without  distinction  can  deal  with  it  as 
they  please,  hut  rather  that  no  part  of  it 
has  been  assigned  to  any  one  in  particular, 
and  that  the  limits  of  private  possession 
have  been  left  to  be  fixed  b}^  man’s  own 
industry  and  the  laws  of  individual 
peoples.  M".oreoyer  the  earth,  though 
divided  among  private  owners,  ceases  not 
thereljy  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  all  ; 
for  there  is  no  one  who  does  not  live  on 
what  the  land  l.u’ings  forth.  Those  who 
do  not  possess  the  soil,  contribute  their 
labor  ; so  that  it  may  be  truly  said  that 
all  human  subsistence  is  derived  either 
from  labor  on  one’s  onm  land,  or  from 
some  laborious  industry  which  is  paid  for 
either  in  the  produce  of  the  land  itself  or 
in  that  wliich  is  exchanged  for  what  the 
land  brings  forth. 

Here.,  again,  v/e  have  another  proof 
ihat  private  ownership  is  according  to 
nature’s  lav/.  For  that  v/liicli  is  reepaired 
for  the  preservation  of  life,  and  for  life’s 
well-being,  is  produced  iu  great  abun- 
dance by  tlie  earth,  hut  not  until  man  has 
brouglit  it  into  cultivation  and  lavished 
upon  it  his  care  and  skill.  Xow,  when 
man  thns  spends  the  industiy  of  his  mind 
and  the  strength  of  his  body  in  procuring 
the  fruits  of  nature,  by  that  act  he  makes 
his  ov/n  that  portion  of  nature’s  field 
v/hieli  ho  cultivates  — that  portion  on 
wliich  he  leaves,  as  it  'were,  the  impress, 
of  his  own  personality  ; and  it  cannot  but 
be  just  that  he  should  possess  that 
portion  as  his  own,  and  should  have  a 
right  to  keep  it  without  molestation. 

These  arguinci’.ts  are  so  strong  and 
oonvinciug  that  it  seems  surprising  that 


certain  obsolete  opinions  should  now  bo 
revived  in  opposition  to  what  is  here  laid 
down.  V/e  are  told  that  it  is  right  for 
private  persons  to  have  the  use  "of  the 
soil  and  the  fruits  of  their  land,  but  that 
It  is  unjust  for  any  one  to  possess  as 
ov/ner  either  the  land  on  whieli  he  ha.s 
built  or  the  estate  v/hich  he  has  cultivated. 
Fill  those  who  assert  this  do  not  perceive 
that  they  are  robbing  man  of  what  his 
own  labor  has  produced.  For  the  soil 
which  is  tilled  and  cultivated  y/ith  toil 
and  skill  utterly  chauges  its  condition  ; 
it  v/as  wild  before,  it  is  now  iruitfui  ; it 
was  barren,  and  now  it  brings  forth  iu 
abundance.  That  which  has  tinis  altered 
and  improved  it  becomes  so  truly  part  of 
itself  as  to  be  in  great  measure  indistin- 
guishable and  inseparable  from  it.  Is  it 
just  that  the  fruit  of  a man’s  sweat  and 
labor  should  be  enjoyed  by  another?  As 
effects  follow  IJicir  cause,  so  it  is  just  aud 
right  that  the  results  of  labor  siiouid  !)e- 
long  to  him  who  has  labored. 

With  reason,  therefore,  the  common 
opinion  of  mankind,  little  affected  by  the 
few  dissentients  who  have  maintained 
the  opposite  view,  has  found  in  the  study 
of  nature,  and  in  the  law  of  Xature  her- 
self, the  foundations  of  the  division  of 
property,  and  has  consecrated  by  the 
Xmactice  of  all  age.s  the  x:>rinclple  of  private 
ownership,  as  being  XJ-^-^'i'dueiiiiy  in 
conformitj'  with  human  nature,  and  as 
conducing  in  the  most  unmisLakable 
manner  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
human  life.  The  same  xifinciptc  is  con- 
iirmod  and  enforced  by  ili.e  civil  laws  — 
laws  whici),  as  long  as  they  arc  jusr.. 
derive  their  binding  lorco  from  the  hoy  of 
nature.  The  autuority  of  the  .idvli,- 
Taw  adds  its  sanction,  forbididing  us  in 
the  gravest  terms  even  to  covet  ihac 
vvhicii  is  another's  ; — Tkoa  ^iuilC  uof. 
covet  thy  neiglihorv  wife  : nor  hiv  houvel 
nor  his  liehf  nor  his  man-cicrcant,  nor  his 
maid- servant,  nor  his  ox,  )tor  hi.s  ass.  nor 
anyt/iing  ivhich  is  hisH  ' 

Man’s  Natural  Ri^rhi  and  IHs 

i>oinestic  l>iujcs. 

The  rights,  liere  si.oken  of,  beiun.du,.- 
to  eacJi  individual  man,  are  seen  in  a 
miicli  stronger  liglit  if  liiey  are  con- 
sidered iu  relation  to  man’s  social  and 
domestic  obligations. 

In  choosing  a state  of  life,  it  is  indis- 
putable that  all  are  at  full  liberty  eitho” 
to  follow  the  counsel  of  Je.sus  Christ  lu- 
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to  virginity,  or  to  enter  into  the  bonds  of 
innrriage.  Xo  human  lav  can  abolish 
the  iiaiural  and  primitive  right  of  mar- 
riage, or  in  ail}'  way  limit  the  chief  and 
principal  purpose  of  marriagCj  ordained 
by  God's  aiiihority  froju  tlie  beginning. 
inertase  and  viuUipli/.  ^ Thus  we  have 
the  Pamily  ; llie  " socicly ’’  of  a man’s 
.ovvn  household  ; a society  limited  indeed 
in  numbers,  but  a true  ‘‘  society,” 
anterior  to  every  kind  of  t:?tate  or  nation, 
V'ith  rights  and  duties  of  its  own,  totally 
iuflopendent  of  the  commonwealth. 

That  right  of  propeily,  therefore,  which 
has  been  proved  to  belong  naturally  to 
individual  persons,  innsl  also  belong  to  a 
man  in  his  capacity  of  head  of  a famil}' ; 
nay,  such  a person  must  possess  this  right 
so  much  the  more  cleari}'  in  proportion 
as  his  position  multiples  his  duties,  Por 
it  is  a most  sacred  law  of  nature  that  a 
father  must  provide  food  and  all  neces- 
saries for  those  vhoin  he  has  begotten  ; 
and,  similarly,  nature  dictates  that  a man’s 
children,  who  carry  on,  as  it  were,  and 
cominne  his  own  personality,  should  be 
provided  by  him  with  all  that  is  needful 
to  enable  tnem  honorabh’’  to  keep  them- 
selves from  want  and  miseiy  in  theuncer- 
■ tai.ntles  of  this  moral  life.  2\ow  in  no 
other  way  can  a father  eTect  this  except 
f y the  ow^nership  of  prohtable  property, 
which  he  can  transmit  to  his  children  by 
inheritance.  A family,  no  less  than  a 
Slate,  is,  as  Tfe  have  said,  a true  society, 
governed  hj  a power  w'ithm  itself,  that  is 
to  say,  by  the  father,  "Wherefore,  pro- 
videef  {he  hmits  be  not  trangressed  tvhich 
are  prescrilied  by  the  very  purposes  for 
whicit  it  exists,  the  Pamily  Jias,  at  least, 
ecual  rights  w'iili  the  State  iii  the  choice 
and  pursuit  of  those  things  which  are 
needtui  to  its  preservation  and  its  just 
iiberiy. 

^Ve  saf,  at  least  ecpaal  rights  : for  since 
the  domestic  houseliold  is  anterior  both 
in  idea  and  in  fact  to  the  gathering  of 
i!.en  into  a coinmonwealth,  the  foimer 
ij-  -l  li.ave  rights  and  duties 

•..'hich  are  pdrr  :o  those  of  the  latter,  and 
which  re-t  more  iminediaieiy  on  nature. 
If  the  c’tizens  of  a State  — that  is  to  say, 
ibe  p;  i-tiiies  — on  entering  into  associa- 
tion and  lc]jo\7sbip,  experienced  at  the 
naiid-s  of  the  State*  hindrance  instead  of 
help,  and  found  their  rights  attacked 
instead  of  lieing  protected,  such  associa- 
tion were  rather  to  be  repudiated  than 
f sought  after. 


The  State  3Iay  Not  Abolish  nor  Absorb 
Faternal  Rights. 

The  idea,  tlien,  that  the  civil  govern- 
ment should,  at  its  owm  discretion,  pene- 
trate and  pervade  the  family  and  the 
household,  is  a great  and  pernicious  mis- 
take. True,  if  a famty  huds  itself  in 
great  dilhculty,  uttcity  friendless,  and 
wdthout  prospect  of  help,  it  is  right  that 
extreme  necessity  be  met  bt’  public  aid  ; 
for  each  famil}'  is  a part  of  the  common- 
wealth. In  like  manner,  if  within  the 
tvalis  of  the  household  there  occur  grave 
disturbance  of  mutual  rights,  the  public 
power  must  interfere  to  force  each  party 
to  give  the  other  what  is  due  ; for  this  is 
not  to  rob  citizens  of  their  rights,  but 
justly  and  properly  to  safeguard  and 
strengthen  them.  Put  the  rulers  of  the 
State  must  go  no  further : nature  bids 
them  stop  here.  Paternal  authority  can 
neither  be  abolished  by  the  State,  nor 
absorbed  ; for  it  has  the  same  source  as 
human  life  itself;  ‘-'The  child  belongs 
to  the  father,”  and  is,  as  it  wmre,  the 
continuation  of  the  father’s  personality  ; 
and,  to  speak  v/ith  strictness,  the  child 
takes  its  place  in  civil  society  not  in  its 
owm  right,  but  in  its  quality  as  a member 
of  the  family  in  wdiich  it  is  begotten. 
Amd  it  is  for  the  veiy  reason  that  the 
child  belongs  to  the  father”  tliat,  as  St. 
Thomas  of  Aqnm  says,  -’before  it  attains 
the  use  of  free-will,  it  is  in  thepoveer  and 
care  of  its  iiaients.”"  The  Socialists, 
therefore,  in  setting  aside  the  parent  and 
introducing  the  providence  of  the  State, 
act  agoAnsi  natural  justice.^  and  threaten 
the  very  existence  of  family  life. 

And  such  interference  is  not  only  unjust, 
hut  is  quite  certain  to  harass  and  disuirh 
all  classes  of  citizens,  and  to  subject  them 
to  odious  and  intolerable  slavery,  li 
W'ould  open  the  door  to  envy,  to  evil 
speaking,  and  to  quarrelling  ; the  soiuve.- 
of  wealth  'would  themselves  run  dry,  for 
no  one  would  have  aii}-  interest  in  exeri- 
ing  his  talents  or  his  industry  ; and  that 
ideal  equality  of  whicli  so  mucli  is  said 
would,  in  reality,  bo  the  levelling  down  of 
all  to  the  same  condition  of  misciy  and 
dishonor. 

Thus  it  IS  dear  that  the  main  tenet  oi 
Socialism.^  the  community  of  goodn,  must 
be  iiuerly  rejected  ; fur  it  would  injure 
those  w'hom  it  is  intended  to  beiiehi,  it 
wmuld  be  contrary  to  tiic  natural  rights  of 
mankind,  and  it  w'oukl  introduce  coufii- 
sion  and  disorder  into  the  commonwcaltb. 

iSt.  Thomas,  Humt/ta  Theologica,  2a  2m  Q.  x 
An.  12.  ‘ 
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Our  first  aud  most  fundamental  principle, 
therefore,  when  we  undertake  to  alleviate 
the  condition  of  the  masses,  must  be  the 
inviolability  of  private  property.  This 
laid  down,  We  go  on  to  show  w'here  we 
must  find  the  remedy  that  we  seek. 

The  Ciiuvch  Alone  Can  Solve  the  Social 
Problem. 

We  approach  tlie  subject  with  confi- 
dence, and  in  the  exercise  of  the  rights 
which  belong  to  Us,  Por  no  practical 
solution  of  this  question  will  ever  be 
found  without  the  assistance  of  Keligion 
and  of  the  Church.  It  is  We  who  are  the 
chief  guardian  of  Keligion,  and  the  chief 
dispenser  of  what  belongs  to  the  Church, 
and  we  must  not  bj^  silence  neglect  the 
: duty  which  lies  upon  Us.  Jloubtless  this 

most  serious  question  demands  the  atten- 
I and  the  efforts  of.  others  besides  Ourselves 
! — of  the  rulers  of  States,  of  employers  of 

> labor,  of  the  wealthy,  and  of  the  v/ork- 
\ ing  population  themselves  for  wliorn  '\7e 
plead.  Put  We  atiirmv/ithoiit  hesitation, 

\ that  all  the  striving  of  men  will  be  vai]i  if 
the)"  leave  out  the  Church.  It  is  the 
Church  tliat  proclaims  from  the  Gospel 
those  teachings  by  which  tlie  conflict  can 
be  put  an  end  to,  or  at  least  made  far  less 
bitter  ; the  Church  uses  its  efforts  not' 
; only  to  enlighten  the  mind,  but  to  direct 
by  its  precepts  the  life  and  conduct  of 
men  ; the  Church  improves  and  amelior- 
ates tliC  cojulition  of  the  worl^ing  man  by 
numerous  useful  organizadions  ; does  its 
best  to  enlist  the  services  of  all  ranks  in 
discussing  and  endeavoring  to  meet,  in  the 
I most  ])ractical  way,  the  claims  of  the 
worki],tg  chisses  ; and  acts  on  the  decided 
; view  that  for  these  purposes  recourse 
^ should  be  liad,  in  due  measure  and  degree, 
to  tlic  help  of  the  latv  and  of  .State  author- 
, ity. 

Let  It  be  laid  down,  in  the  first  place, 

) that  himninity  inurr  remain  as  it  is.  It  is 
■I  impossible  Ka  reduce  human  society  to  a 
■ level.  The  Socialisis  may  do  their  nt- 
but  all  striving  against  nature  is 
'’J’h.u'c  naturally  exist  among  man- 
kbvl  iiimmmva.lfe  differences  of  the  most 
important  kind  ; people  differ  in  capabil- 
ity,  in  diligence,  inheahh,  ami  in  strength; 
and  unequal  fortune  is  a necessary  result 
of  inequality  in  conditiou.  Such  inequal- 
ity is  far  from  being  disadvantageous 
cither  to  individuals  or  to  the  coinmimity ; 
social  and  public  life  can  only  go  on  by 
the  help  of  various  kinds  of  capacity  and 
j tlie  playing  of  many  parts,  and  eacli  man, 
as  a rule,  chooses-  the  part  which  pecul- 


iarly suits  his  case.  As  regards  bodily 
labor,  even  had  man  never  jfallen  from 
the  state  of  innocence.,  he  would  not  have 
been  wholly  unoccupied  ; Imt  that  wliich 
would  then  have  been  his  free  choice  and 
his  delight,  became  afterwards  compul- 
sory, and  tlie  painful  expiation  of  his  sin. 
Cursed  he  the  earth  in  thy  ivorh  ; in  thy 
labor  thou  shoM  eat  of  it  oil  the  days  of 
thy  life.'^  In  like  manner,  the  other  jiains  : 
and  hardships  of  life  will  have  no  end  or  j 
cessation  on  this  earth  ; for  the  conse- 
quences of  sin  are  hitter  and  hai'd  to  j 
bear,  and  they  must  be  ''.vith  man  as  long  | 
as  life  lasts.  To  suffer  and  to  endure,  | 
therefore,  is  the  lot  of  humanity  ; let  men 
try  as  they  may,  no  strength  and  no  arti-  u 
fice  vrill  ever  succeed  in  banishing  from  ! 
human  life  the  ills  and  troubles  which  l>o.-  t 
set  it.  If  any  there  are  w'ho  preteud  bif-  -j 
ferently  — wdiohold  out  to  a hard-pre-ssed  \ 
people  freedom  from  ]>ain  and  trouble,  j 
undisturbed  repose,  and  constant  enjoy-  ] 
ment  — they  cheat  the  people  and  impose  j 
upon  them,  and  their  lying  ])romisos  tvid  1 
only  make  the  evil  worse  than  '>efore. 
There  is  nothing  moi’c  useful  tha.n  to  look 
at  the  tvorld  as  it  really  is  — and  at  the 
same  time  to  look  elsewlicrc  for  a remedy 
to  its  troubles. 

The  Christlari  Interdepeuclencc  of  Ci  iv 

tal  aii<l  Ijjibor.- 

Tlic  great  mistake  ilnat  is  made  in  V'C 
matter  now  under  considevarion,  h\  ir. 
possess’  oneself  of  the  idea  that  class  is 
naturally  hostile  to  class  ; that  ricli  and. 
poor  arc  intended  by  nature  to  live  at 
Avar  Avith  one  another.  So  ir.ratlonal  and 
so  false  is  this  view,  that  tlie  exaci  con-  . 
trary  is  the  truth.  Just  as  the 'syim: min/  ; 
of  the  Imman  body  is  the  result  of  the  ! 
disposition  of  the  members  of  the 
so  in  a State  it  is  ordained  by  nature  vivo 
these  tAvo  classes  should  exist  inliannony  I 
and  agreemott,  and  shonld,  as  it  we:o.,  ji 
fit  into  one  auotlior,  so  as  to  maintain,  tin...  y 
equilibrium  of  the  body  politic,  .f':;.  -.  1 
requires  tbe  other;  capital  cannot  do  h.h 
out  labor,  nor  labor  Avithont  capital.  ^ ■ lu-  ' 
n.al  agreemejit  .results  iji  jtleasantue--^  ^ 
good  order  ; pei’petnal  contlict  necessai  lly 
produces  confusion  ami  uadJAige.  X. 
in  preA’onling  such  strife  as  this,  and  d 
making  it  im2>ossiblc,  tlie  ctlicacy  : 
Chi’istianity  is  marvellous  and  manifoKh 
First  of  all,  there  is  nothing  more  power- 
ful  than  Keligion  (of  Avhich  the  Church  i-'.  '! 

the  interpreter  and  guardian)  in  draAving;  i 
rich  aud  poor  together,  by  reminding  each 

1 Genesis  iii.  17. 
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of  its  ciiiUes  to  the  Ouier,  and  espe- 
cialiy  of  the  duties  of  justice.  Thus  }\e- 
aipioii  teaches  the  laboring  man  and  llic 
'V(^l■knlatl  to  carry  out  lioncstly  and  ^^7ell 
ah  ogniiable  agreements  freely  made  never 
to  ininre  capital,  nor  to  outrage  the  person 
of  an  employer  ; never  to  employ  violence 
ii:  representing  his  o^Yn  cause,  nor  to  en- 
gage in  not  and  disorder  ; and  to  have 
mariiing  to  do  vritlimcu  of  evil  principles, 
^^'ho  v'ork  upon  tlie  people  'svith  artful 
i'romises,  and  raise  foolish  hopes  which 
usually  end  in  disaster  and  in  repen lance 
wlien  too  laic.  Ecligioii  teaches  tlte  rich 
man  and  ilie  cinplo^'cr  that  their  work- 
people arc  not  their  slaves  ; that  they 
must  lespect  in  every  man  his  dignity  as 
a man  and  as  a Christian  ; that  labor  is 
noihing  to  be  ashamed  of,  if  we  listen  to 
right  reason  and  to  Christian  philosoph}’, 
but  is  an  honorable  employment,  enabling 
a man  to  sustain  his  life  in  an  upright  and 
creditable  way  ; and  that  it  is  shameful 
and  inhuman  to  treat  men  like  chattels  to 
make  rnoue}’  b}’,  or  to  look  upon  them 
merely  as  so  much  muscle  or  physical 
povrer.  Thus,  again,  Eeligioii  teaches 
that.  as.  among  the  workman’s  concerns 
are  Eeligion  herself,  and  things  spiritual 
m.id  mental,  the  employer  is  hound  to  see 
that  he  has  time  for  the  duties  of  piety  ; 
that  he  be  not  exposed  to  corrupting  in- 
duences  and  dangerous  occasions  ; and 
til  at  lie  be  not  led  away  to  neglect  his 
and  family  or  to  squander  his  wages. 
Then,  again,  the  employer  must  never 
tr.x  ills  'work-people beyond  their  strength, 
nor  employ  them  in  vtork  un suited  to 
their  sex  or  age.  His  great  and  principal 
ohhgaation  is  to  give  to  eveiy  one  that 
which  is  just.  Doubtless  before  we  can 
decide  'U'iieLher  wages  are  adeq'uate,  many 
CoiLgs  have  to  be  considered  ; but  rich 
men  and  mastens 'should  reniember  this  — 
that  to  exercise  pressure  for 'the  sake  of 
g&fn,  upon  tlie  indigent  a'ud  the  destitute, 
and  to  mak'e  one’s  jirofit  out  of  the  need 

■ of  'aijotlmr,  is  condemned  h}^  all  la'ws, 
liumav,  and  divine.  To  defraud  any  one 

rof  llad  are  In^  due  is  a crime  which 

0. -'-:  1.0  'I ]'••.;  avenging  anger  of  Heaven. 

Eec.e  ;d.  ihe  hire  of  the  luhfyrers  . . . ichich 

1. -.i  hafu  hecy>  I'Cyt  hv 

cT  ; ond  tli.e  cry  of  ti.'.cni  hath  erdercA 

, Liio  fJ'.c  co.rc  of  the  Lord,  of  ike  SahoMhL 

■ hy,  the  rich  must  religiously  refiain 

^ i'i  om  culling  down  the  W'Ojkman’s  carn- 

i.ogo  fiiher  by  force,  by  fraud,  or  by 

h u urioiu.  dealing ; and  -wnth  the  more 


reason  because  the  poor  man  is  weak  and 
im])rotected,  and  because  his  slender 
means  should  be  sacred  in  proportion  to 
their  scantiness. 

bYere  these  precepts  carefully  obeyed 
and  followed,  would  not  strife  die  out 
and  cease  ? 

}3ut  the  Cliurclt,  v/ith.  .Jesus  Christ  for 
its  Master  and  Guido,  aims  higher  still. 
It  lays  downi  precepts  yet  more  perfect, 
and  tries  to  bind  class  to  cla.ss  in  friendli- 
ness and  good  understand ing.  The  things 
of  tlii.s  earth  cannot  be  undei'stood  or  val- 
ued rightly  wnthont  talcing  into  considera- 
tion the  life  to  come,  the  life  that  will  last 
forever.  Exclude  the  idea  of  futurity, 
and  the  very  notion  of  ^yhat  is  good  and 
right  wmuld  perish  ; nay,  the  vwhole  sys- 
tem of  the  universe  would  became  a dark 
and  unfathomable  mysteiy.  The  great 
truth  which  ovc  learn  from  Hature  lier- 
self  is  also  the  grand  Christian  dogma  0}i 
W'hich  Eeligion  rests  as  on  its  base  — that 
when  we  have  done  ‘with  this  present  life 
then  vre  shall  really  begin  to  live.  God 
has  not  created  us  for  the  pjerishable  and 
transitory  tliings  of  earth,  hut  for  things 
heavenly  and  everlasting  ; He  has  given 
ns  this  world  as  a place  of  exile,  and  not 
as  our  true  country.  Money,  and  the  other 
things  v/Mch  men  call  good  and  desirable 
— %ve  may  hr  re  them  in  abundance,  or 
we  may  wmnt  them  altogether  ; as  far  as 
eteiT’.ai  happiness  is  concerned,  it  is  no 
matter;  tL.c  onhy  th.irg  that  is  important 
is  to  use  them  aright.  Jesus  Christ,  'when 
He  rede  e m c .d  u s v/  itli  p I en  Hfu  I red  ernp  ii  on  ^ 
took  not  a'., 'ay  the  pains  and  sorrow's 
vrliich  in  such  large  proportion  make  up 
the  texture  of  our  mortal  life  ; He  trans- 
formed thenf  into  motives  of  virtue  a}\d 
occasions  of  merit  : and  no  man  can  hope 
for  eternal  revrard  unless  ho  follow  in  the 
blood-stained  footprints  of  his  Saviour. 
Ifioe  suffer  vrlth  Sim.,  loe  shall  also  reign 
vjith  JlirriA  His  labors  and  His  suffer- 
ings, accepted,  by  His  owm  .free  will,  ha've 
marveliOusl}"  swmetened  all  sun.’eiiug  and 
all  labor.  And  not.  only  lyy  His  o.xam]Jo, 
but  by  His  grace  and  lyt.be.  ov'-  w 

lasting  recompense,  He  lias  m.'dc  I'x-i- 
and  grief  more  easy  to  endure  ; for  that 
'|■■']dcJl  is  at  present  rnomodary  and  liglr 
of  our  trihulatioii,  •icorlceiii  for  us  od^orc 
measure  exceediiicjly  an  eternal  weight  of 
glory  A 

Cinistianity  Teaclios  Practically  lliu 
Ki^ht  Use  of  Money. 

Therefore,  those  ivlioni  fortune  favor.s 
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are  warned,  that  freedom  from  soitow, 
and  abundance  of  earthly  riches,  are  no 
guarantee  of  the  beatitude  that  shall 
never  end,  but  rather  the  contrai’y;  - 
that  tlie  rich  should  tremble  at  the 
threatenings  of  Jesus  Christ  — threaten- 
ings  so  strange  in  the  mouth  of  our 
Lord;“and  that  a most  strict  account 
must  be  given  to  the  Suiu-eine  Judge  for 
all  th.at  wc  possess-.  The  chiefest  and  most 
excellent  rule  for  the  right  use  of  money 
is  one  which  the  heatlieii  pliilosophcrs 
indicated,  but  which  the  Church  lias 
traced  out  clearing  and  lias  not  onl}'^  made 
known  to  men’s  minds,  but  lias  impressed 
upon  their  lives.  It  rests  on  the  princi- 
ple tliat  it  is  one  thing  to  have  a rigid  to 
the  possession  of  money,  and  another  to 
have  a rigid  to  use  money  as  one  pleases. 
Private  ownership,  as  we  have  seen,  is 
the  natural  right  of  man ; and  to  exercise 
that  right,  especially  as  members  of  so- 
ciety, is  not  only  lavdul,  but  absolutely 
necessary.  li  is  lawful^  says  St.  Thomas 
of  Aquin,  for  a man  to  hold  -pedate 
irroperty ; aiul  it  is  also  necessary  jor  the 
carrying  on  of  human  life.  ^ But  if  the 
question  be  asked.  How  must  one’s  pos- 
sessions bo  used  ? the  Church  replies 
v/itliout  hesitation  in  the  V7ords  of  the 
same  holy  Doctor  : Man  should  not  con- 
sider his  outinard  possessions  as  his  oum, 
out  as  common  to  ally  so  o.s  to  share  them 
with.out  dinlculty  vjhen  others  are  in  need,. 
Whence  'tile  Apostle  sgithy  Comrnamd  the 
rich  of  this  world  ...  to  give  with 
ease,  to  com/niunicate.^  True,  no  one  is 
commanded  to  distribute  to  others  that 
wliicli  is  required  for  his  own  necessities 
and  tbose  of  his  household;  nor  even  to 
give  avra}’-  what  is  reasonably  required  to 
keep  up  becomingly  his  condition  id  life  ; 
for  no  one  ought  to  live  unhecomingly 
.But  v.'hen  necessity  has  been  supplied, 
and  one’s  position  fairly  considered,  it  is 
a duty  to  give  to  the  indigent  out  of  that 
wliic^i  is  over.  That  ivliieh  rernaineth 
give  ahns.^‘  It  is  a dut}’,  not  of  justice 
(excejd  in  extreme  cases),  but  of  "Chris- 
Lum  cliarity  — a duty  which  is  not  en- 
forced by  ]iumau  law.  Bid  the  laws  and 
judgmeni,  of  men  must  give  place  to  the 
• ■-  «'T;d  judgrnord-.  of  Cliiisi,  the  tine 
Cbjd;  AVlm  in  many  vrays  urges  on  His 
lollo*svers  the  jiracticc  of  almsgiving  — It 
is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive;'^ 
and  AVJio  will  count  a kindness  done  or 

iSt.  Mattlicw  xix.  23.24.  = St.  Luke  vi. 1 24, 
25  . 82  a Q.  Ixvi.  Art.  2.  i Ibid.  Q.  Ixv. 
Al  t.  a.  ^Ibid.  Q.  xxxii.  Art.  0.  ^ gt.  Luke  xi. 
41.  AActsxx.  35. 


refused  to  the  poor  as  done  or  refused  to 
Himself — as  long  . a,s  you  did  it  to  one  of 
My  least  brethren,  you  did  it  to  Me.'- 
Thus  to  sum  up  what  has  been  said  : — 
Whoever  has  received  from  the  Divine 
bounty  a large  share  of  blessings,  wdiether 
the}"  1)0  external  and.  corporal,  or  gifls  of 
the  mind,'  has  received  them  for  the 
purpose  of  using  them  for  the  x>crfccdng 
of  his  o\vn  nature,  and,  at  the  samc  llaif:, 
that  he  may  cmplo}"  them,  as  the  minister 
of  God’s  Providence,  for  the  benefit  of 
otliers.  lie  that  hath  a,  talent,  says  St. 
Gregory  the  Great,  lei  him  see  that  he 
hideih  not ; he  that  hath  abundance,  lei 
him  arouse  himself  to  mercy  and  gener- 
osity ; he  that  hath  amt  and  shill,  let  hbn  . 
do  his  best  to  shame  the  use  amd  the  utility 
thereof  with  his  neighbor.- 

The  Dignity  of  Labor. 

As  for  those  5vho  do  not  possess  the 
gifts  of  fortune,  tliey  arc  taugid  by  the  • 
Clmrcli  that,  in  God’s  sight  poverty  is  no 
disgrace,  and  that  there  is  nothing  to  be' 
aslramed  of  in  seeking  one’s  bread  by 
labor.  This  is  strengthened  by  v/hat  we 
see  in  Clirist  Himself.  YvTio  whereas  He 
vjas  rich,  for  our  sales  became  poor  ; " 
and  AV’ho,  being  the  Son  of  God,  and 
God  Himself  chose  to  seem  ?md  to  Im 
considered  the  son  of  a carpenter  — nay, 
did  not  disdain  to  spend  a great  pari  oi 
.His  life  a,3  a carpenter  Himself.  Is  not 
this  the  carpenter,  the  Son  of  Mary  ? 
Ihom  the  contemplation  of  tliis  Divine 
example,  it  is  easy  to  understand  thaJ  the 
true  dignity  and  excellcuee  of  man  lies 
in  his  moral  qualities,  that  is,  in  ylrcue  ; 
that  virtue  is  the  common  inberitanco  of 
all,  equally  5vithin  the  reach  of  high  and 
lo5Y,  rich  and  poor  ; and  that  virtue,  r-.nd 
virtue  alone,  5vherever  found,  will  be 
followed  by  the  revrards  of  everlasting  hap- 
piness, Hay,  G-od  Himself  seems  to  in- 
cline more  to  those  vdio  siilTcr  evil  ; for 
Jesus  Christ  calls  the  poor  blessed  ; ^ He 
lovingly  invites  those  in  labor  and  gr  ! h: 
to  come  to  Him  for  solace  ; ^ and  He 
displays  the  tenderest  charit}  to  tlic  lc.  >; 
and  oppressed.  These  red  cel  ions  cav-aot 
fail  to  keep  dowji  tbe  piide  of  tliosc  \Suj 
are  well  off,  and  to  clieer  t’o.e  spirit  of  fiv 
rdjiicLed  ; to  incline  tin;  forjuc!’  In  gev;  - 
osity,  gild  the  latter  to  tranquil  rohgi!.:.  - 
tion.  Thus  the  separation  wbicli  pride 

1 St.  Matthew  xxv.  40.  - St.  Gregory  th 
Great.  Kom,  ix,  ia  Evan<yd.  n.  7.  ® 2 Coi’in- 
thiaus  viii.  9.  •)  St.  Mark  vi.  3.  ^ St.  MatTliov/ 
v.  3:  leased  are  the  poor  in  spirit,”  *^J.bid. 

xi.28  : “ Come  to  Me  all  you  that  labor  and  are 
burdened,  and  I will  refresh  you.” 
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would  luaLo  tends  to  disapperir,  nor  vrill 
it  be  difiicult  to  make  nch  and  poor 
lu^nds  in  friendly  concord. 

But,  if  Cliristian  precepts  prevail,  the 
two  classes  will  not  oni}''  be  united  in  tlie 
bonds  of  friendship,  but  also  in  those  of 
broilicrly  love.  For  tliey  will  iniderstand 
•uid  feci  that  rdl  men  arc  the  children  of 
the  common  Father,  that  is,  of  (iod:  that 
all  the  same  last  end,  which  is  God 
Himself,  ’^Yho  alone  can  mahe  either 
men  or  angels  absolutely  and  perfectly 
happy ; that  all  and  each  are  redeemed  l\y 
Jesus  Christ,  and  raised  to  the  dignity  of 
cliildren  of  God,  and  arc  tlius  united  in 
brotherly  ties  both  with  each  other  and 
with.  Jesus  Christ,  the  ftrsihorn  among 
mo.ny  heihren;  that  the  blessings  of 
nature  and  the  gifts  of  grace  belong  in 
common  to  the  whole  human  race,  and 
that  to  all,  except  to  those  wFo  are 
unworthy,  is  promised  the  inlieritance  of 
the  -Kingdom  of  Heaven.  If  sons^  heirs 
also;  hkrs  indeed  of  God^  and  co-heirs 
of  Chrisid 

.nuch  is  the  scheme  of  duties  and  of 
rights  which  is  put  forih  to  the  vr oriel  by 
the  Gospel.  Would  it  not  seem  that 
strife  must  quichl}"  cease  "were  society 
penetrated  tvith  ideas  like  these  ? 

SGCial  Svils  to  be  Remecliefl  anlj  by 
Return  to  Christian  Rife  and 
Institutions. 

Bui  the  Church,  not  content  with 
pointing  ont  the  reined}’,  also  applies  it. 
For  the"  Church  does  its  utmost  to  teach 
and  to  train  men,  and  to  educate  them ; 
and  by  means  of  its  Bishops  and  clergy  it 
diffuses  its  salutcary  teachings  far  and 
vridc.  It  strives  to  influence  the  mind 
and  heart  so  that  all  may  willingly  yield 
tliemselves  to  be  formed  and  guided  by 
the  comraandments  of  God.  It  is  pre- 
cisely in  this  fundamental  and  principal 
matter,  on  which  everything  depends, 
tliat  the  Church  has  a po'wer  peculiar  to 
iiseli.  The  agencies  which  it  employs 
are  given  it  for  the  very  pm-pose  of 
the  heaiis  of  men,  by  je-us 
■:  Himself, and  derive  their  krn  ; 

B,' u:  God.  They  alone  can  touch  ihe 
inuormost  heart  and  conscience,  and 
e;->-g  men  to  act  from  a motive  o:  ciui} , 
letisi  their  passions  and  appetites,  to 
io-.  e God  and  liioir  fellovz-rncu  witli  a 
lo^'o  ihat  is  unique  and  supreme,  and 
eon  :rgeously  to  brealc  down  every  barrier 
^,’bhjr  stands  in  the  vray  of  a vinuous 

^ Korn  an  s viii.  17. 


On  this  subject  We  need  only  recall 
for  one  moment  ihe  examples  written 
down  in  history.  Of  these  things  there 
cannot  be  the  shadow  of  doubt;  for 
instance,  that  civil  society  v/as  renovated 
in  every  part  by  the  teachings  of  CKristi- 
anity;  that  in  the  strength  of  that  re- 
ncvfal  tlie  human  race  vras  lifted  up  to 
better  things  — nay,  that  it  was  brought 
back  from  death  to  life,  and  to  so  excel- 
lent a life  that  nothing  more  perfect  had 
been  knovm  before,  or  wd.]l  come  to  pass 
in  the  ages  that  are  yet  to  be.  Of  this 
beneficent  transformation,  Jesus  Christ 
w’as  at  once  the  first  cause  and  the  final 
purpose;  as  from  Him  all  came,  so  to 
Him  all  \vas  to  be  referred.  For  when, 
by  the  light  of  the  Gospel  message,  the- 
human  race  ca'me  to  knovr  the  grand 
mystery  of  the  Incarnation  of  the  Word 
and  the  redemption  of  man,  the  life  of 
Jesus- Christ,  God  and  Man,  penetrated 
every  race  and  nation,  and  impregnated 
them  W'ith  His  faith,  His  • precepts,  and 
His  lav/s.  And,  if  Society  is  to  be  cured 
now,  in  no  other  v/ay  can  it  be  cured  but 
by  a return  to  the  Christian  life  and 
Christian  Institutions.  lYhen  a society 
is  |j erishing,  the  true  advice  to  give  to 
those  vrlio  wmuld  restore  it  is,  to  recall 
it  to  the  principles  from  which  it  sprung; 
for  the  purpose  and  pei-fection  of  an 
association  is  to  aim  at  and  to  attain  that 
• for  Vvhich  it  was  formed;  and  its  opera- 
tion should  be  pui  in  motion  and  inspired 
by  the  end  and  object  vdiich  originally 
gave  it  its  being.  So  that  to  fall  awa.y 
Horn  its  primal  constitution  is  disease; 
to  go  back  to  it  is  3-ecovery.  And  this 
may  be  asserted  v/ith  the  utmost  truth 
both  of  the  State  in  geiicral  and  of  thal 
body  of  its  citizens  — by  far  the  greater 
number  — who  sustain  life  by  labor. 

The  Chui'Ch  Seclrs  the  Material  Wol  fej:e 
cf.  The  Poor. 

FTeither  must  it  be  supposed  Iha-  i'ijc 
solicitude  of  the  Church  is  so  oecu]..,is.d 
with  the  spiritual  concerns  of  its  (•Inbb-cn 
as  to  neglect  their  interests  temponl  nnh 
earthly.  Its  desire  is  tluit  the  po  v , i'o., 
dmample,  should  rise  aljove  ])overyy  a:nl 
wretchedness,  and  slmuhl  b'’U(u- 
condition  in  liie  ; and  for  tliis  it  si rirv:- 
By  the  very  fact  that  it  calls  niou  to  vi-'i  ee 
and  forms  thejn  to  its  i)2-aclice,  it.  ])ro- 
inotes  this  in  no  slight  degine.  Chilslir-n 
moi'alily,  wdicii  it  is  adequately  and  com- 
])bTely  })ractised,  conduces  of  itself  to 
t(unpo]'al  prosperity,  for  it  merits  llic 
blessing  of  lhal  God  wlio  is  the  sounc  of 
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0.11  blessings  ; it  powerfully  restrains  tlie 
lust  of  possession  and  the  lust  of  pleasure 
— twin  ]ilagues,  v.diich  too  often  make  a 
man  vrilhout  self-restraint  miserable  in 
the  midst  of  abundance  ; ^ it  makes  men 
supply  by  economy  for  llie  want  of  means, 
teaching  tliem  to  be  content  wuth  frugal 
living,  and  keeping  them  out  of  the  reach 
of  those  vices  W'hich  cat  up  not  merely 
small  incomes,  but  large  fortunes,  and 
dissipate  many  a goodly  inheritance. 

Moreover,  the  Church  intervenes  di- 
rectly in  the  interest  of  the  poor,  by  set- 
ting on  foot  and  keeping  up  many  things 
which  it  sees  to  bo  efiicacious  in  the  relief 
of  poverty.  Here,  again,  it  has  ahvays 
succeeded  so  wmll  that  it  has  even  ex- 
torted the  praise  of  its  enemies.  Such 
■was  the  ardor  of  brotherly  love  among  the 
earliest  Christians  that  numbers  of  those 
who  were  better  off  deprived  themselves 
of  their  possessions  in  order  to  relieve 
their  brethren  ; whence  rieither  icas  their 
any  one  needy  among  tliemE  To  the 
order  of  Deacons,  instituted  for  that  very 
pui  pose,  w-as  cojumitted  by  the  Apostles 
the  i-ha.rgo  of  the  daily  distributions  ; and 
the  h])Ostle  Paul,  though  burdened  with 
the  solicitude  of  all  the  churches,  hesi- 
tated not  to  undertake  laltorious  journeys 
in  order  to  carry  the  alms  of  the  faithful 
to  tile  poorer  Christians.  Tertullian  calls 
these  contributions,  given  voluntarily  by 
Christians  in  their  assemblies,  deposits  of 
■piety  ; because,  to  cite  bis  woi’ds,  lliey 
were  employed  in  feeding  the  needy,  in 
burying  them,  in  the  support  of  hoys  and 
girls  destitute  of  'means  and  deprived  cf 
their  parents,  in  the  co.re  of  the  aged,eLiul 
in  the  relief  of  the  ship)  w reeled  A 

Thus  by  degrees  came  into  existence 
tiie  patrimony  tyhicji  the  Church  has 
guarded  with  religious  care  as  the  inlieri- 
tance  of  th.e  poor.  Hay,  to  spare  them 
tlic  shame  of  bogging,  the  common 
hfother  of  rich  and  jioor  has  exerted 
herself  to  gather  together  funds  for  the 
support  of  tlio  needy.  The  Church  has 
stirred  up  everywdiere  the  heroism  of 
ohaiily,  and  has  estalilished  Congrega- 
tirms  of  Pcligions  and  manyothernsefnl 
institniions  for  help  and  mercy,  so  thal 
thiro  might  be  hardly  any  kind  of  sirlfer- 
iiig  A'/hich  Avas  not  Ausited  and  relieved. 
At  the  present  day  there  are  many  who, 
like  the  beathen  of  old,  blame  and  con- 
demn the  Clmrch  for  Ibis  lieantifnl  charity. 

1 “ The  root  of  all  evils  is  eujiidity.” — I Tini. 
vi.  10.  ■-  Aels  iv.  .‘34.  ^ Ajiologlii  .seoaida,  xxxix. 
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They  Avonld  substitute  in  its  place  a system 
of  State-organized  relief.  Hut  no  human 
nietliods  Avill  ever  supply  for  the  devotion 
and  self-sacrifice  of  Christian  charity. 
Charity,  as  a virtue,  belongs  to  the 
Church  ; for  it  is  no  A’irtue  imlcss  it  is 
draAvn  from  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus  ' 
Christ  ; and  he  Avho  tui-ns  his  back  on  ti  e 
Cburcli  cannot  be  j)eav  to  Christ. 

The  Statefs  Share  in  the  Itelief  of 
Poverty. 

It  cannot,  boAvever,  be  doubled  that  to 
attain  the  purpose  of  which  We  treat,  not  ; 
only  the  Church,  but  all  bumau  means 
must  conspire.  All  Avho  arc  concerned 
in  the  matter  must  be  of  one  mind  am] 
must  act  together.  It  is  in  this,  as  in  the  f 
Providence  Avhicb  governs  the  Avorld  ; j 
results  do  not  happen  save  Arherc  zV  ilm 
causes  co-operate. 

Let  us  noAv,  therefore,  inqnii’c  wlmt 
part  the  Slate  should  play  in  the  Avor’^  of 
remedy  and  relief. 

By  the  State  We  here  uiidcrsland,  mat 
the  2Aarticular  form  of  government  w]ii,'h 
prevails  in  this  or  that  nation,  hut  ilv..; 
State  as  rightly  understood  ; that  is  (:>  say,  ! 
any  government  conformable  in  it.-  '’nsti- 
tiuions  to  right  reason  and  naiavid  lav  . 
and  to  those  dictates  of  ihe  Divine  Avisdom 
Avhich  We  liaAm.  cucpomidcd  in  the  Pr,,.y'--u  ^ 
cal  on  the  Cliristiaij;  Conslilr  Lion  of  th<  j 
State.  The  first  duly,  llicrcfure,  <>i  II; e 
rulers  of  tlie  Stale  should  he  to  )n;'k;:  .suio  . 
that  the  Iraa'S  and  in.-titution.'::,  tlie  gener.d 
character  and  admini.Mraiion  of  the  even 
mouAvealih,  sliall  he  sucli  as  to  produc-  uf 
themselves  public  Avell-being  and  juivaio 
prosjieritv.  This  is  ihe  ])ropej-  oiiico  <d'  ' 
Avise  statesmanship  and  ilm  Tvorl;  ci'  ■bo 
heads  of  the  Stale.  Hoaa"  a State  Uiioilv  ? 
prospers  and  ilourislies  b}'  j 

Avell-regulated  family  life,  ly  iOS].)C.n  for  I 
religion  and  justice.,  by  ilic  modemtiou 
aud  equal  dislriluitioii  of  ])ubbc  luirdi wg 
by  the  progress  of  the  arts  rad  of  irref-, 
hy  the  abundard'.  yield  of  tbo  Ir.nd  --  1'a  |i 
everything  Avliich  ni.akcs  Cg-v/xn  . 

better  and  hapi'd^T.  Herr,  : iy  i'  '!-•  j 

the  poAver  of  a I'uler  tr>  be  •:  r • , ..  , 

of  the  State,  and  aunong^'i  the  ro.Vt  in  . 
]>rcmote  in  the  lugln  ds:.'.  r .■  i . .. 

of  the  pour;  and  U'i.s  by  virir'.i  (•: 
ofilcc,  and  Avithout  l)cing  c.\[H;aol  bo 
any  suspicion  of  uiuluc  inlerfci  cncr  — b,.  _ 
it  is  the  province  of  the  coinnmn'vvoahli  i 
to  consult  for  the  common  good.  Aud 
the  more  that  is  done  for  ilio  woiking 
jMApulatibii  hy  the  general  laws  of  the 
couuiry,  the  less  need  Avill  there  be  to, 
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seek  for  pari iculur  means  to  relieve  them. 
There  is  another  and  a deeper  considera- 
tion which  must  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

To  ihe  State  the  Intevosts  of.  all  are 
Equal 

wlicihcr  high  or  low.  The  poor  are 
members  of  the  national  community 
cquall}^  vrith  the  rich  ; tliey  are  real  com- 
ponent parts,  living  parts,  whicli  make  up, 
through,  tlie  family  the  living  body  ; and 
it  need  hardly  he  said  that  they  are  by  far 
the  majority.  It  would  be  irrational  to 
negdcct  one  portion  of  the  citizens  and  to 
favor  another  ; and,  therefore,  the  public 
ad]>iinistr.atioii  must  duly  and  solicitously 
provide  for  the  welfare  and  the  comfort 
of  the  working  people,  or  else  that  law  of 
justice  will  he  violated  which  ordains  that 
each  sliall  have  his  due.  To  cite  the  wise 
.words  of  St.  Thomas  of  Aqiiin:  As  the 
2)art  and  ihe  vshole  arc  in  a certain,  sense 
identical,  the  -po.rt  ma.y  in  some  sense  daim 
ichat  hdongs  to  tJie  v:lioleA  -Among  the' 
^naiur  and  grave  duties  of  rulers  who 
■would  do  their  best  for  the  people,  the 
first  a’id  chief  is  to  act  with  strict  justice 
— vrith  that  justice  which  is  called  in  the 
Schools-  (As-t/aTuAre ~ towards  each  and 
every  class. 

But  although  all  citizens,  vrithoiit  ex- 
ception, can  and  ought  to  contribute  to 
that  common  good  in  wliich  individuals 
share  so  profitably  to  themselves,  yet  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  all  can  contribute 
in  ibe  same  way  and  to  the  same  extent. 
‘No  matter  what  changes  may  be  made  in 
.loj-ms  of  government, . there  vrill  alwa^'s 
be  diiterences  and  inequalities  of  condi- 
tio]'.  in  the  State  ; Society  canimt  exist  or 
be  conceived  without  them.  Some  tliere 
'mu cr.  be  who  dedicate  tbeniselces  to  the 
work  of  the  commonwealth,  'vAo  make 
tlie  laws,  who  administer  justice,  whose 
advice  and  authority  govern  the  nation  in 
ti-us  of  peace,  and  defend  it  in  war. 
,Nu‘b  ir.an  clearly  occupy  the  foremost 
]n  in  ihe  State,  and  should  be  held  in 
Ih.c  fr  ;-;,.,;osi  esUmalioTi,  for  their  work 
if  . c':,  nearly  and  effecti'vely  the 

g.-  invci'c-LS  of  til c Community.  Those 
, t.e  o ■ a trade  or  calling  do  )]ot 
- a ibe  genera!  welfare  in  such  a 
: • :e-.  as  this  ; blit  they  do  in  tlie  mo.st 

. ..o  rp;  Yciiy  benefit  ihe  mition,  though, 
ia-.'-  dijt'Clly.  We  have  insisted  that, 
si  ; it  ks  t].e  e.’id  of  Society  to  make  nien 
h':-L  r\  :im  cliicf  good  that  Society  can  be 
i-e  e(^  of  js  ‘Virtue.  N’evtudbclcss,  in 

^au2a;Q.  Ixi.  Alt.  lad  2. 


.all  wmll-constitutcd  States  it  is  a by  no 
means  unimportant  matter  to  provide 
those  bodily  and  external  commodities, 
the  use  of  which  is  necessary  to  virtuous 
action  A And  in  the  provision  of  material 
well-being,  the  labor  of  the  poor  — the 
exercise  of  their  skill  and  the  employment 
of  tlicir  strength  in  the  culture  of  the  land 
and  the  workshops  of  trade  — is  most 
ehicacions  and  altogether  indispensable. 
Indeed,  their  co-operation  in  this  respect 
is  so  importo..nt  that  it  may  lie  truly  said 
that 

It  is  only  by  the  Labor  of  the  Working 
Man  that  States  Grow  Hich. 

Justice,  tliere'fore,  demands  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  poorer  population  be  carefully 
watched  over  by  the  ikdmiuistration,  so  that 
they  wiio  contribute  so  largely  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  community  may  themselves  share 
in  the  benefits  they  create — that  being  housed, 
clothed,  and  enabled  to  suppoil  life,  they  may 
find  their  existei-ice  less  hard  and  more  endureV 
ble.  It  follows  that  whatever  shall  appear  to  be 
coiKlucive  to  the  well-being  of  those  who 
work,  should  receive  fa'vorable  consideriZtlon. 
Let  it  not  be  fea,red  that  solicitude  of  this 
kind  will  injure  any  interest;  on  the  contrary, 
it  will  be  to  the  advantage  of  all;  for  it 
cannot  but  be  good  for  the  commonwealth  to 
secure  irom  misery  those  on  whom  it  so 
largely  depends. 

The  Christian  Idea  of  a State. 

We  have  said,  that  the  State  must  not  absorb 
the  indiYidiial  or  the  fa -mil y:  both  should  be 
allowed  free  and  •antrammelled  action  as  far 
is  consistent  with  the  co-mmon  good  amd  the 
interests  of  others.  Nevertheless,  rulers 
should  anxiously  safeguard  the  community 
and  adl  its  parts;  the  community,  because 
the  conservation  of  the  comumnity  is  so  em- 
Xjhatically  the  business  of  the  supreme  pov/er, 
that  the  safety  of  the  commonwealth  is  not 
only  the  first  law,  but  it  is  a Government’s 
whole  7:eason  of  existence;  and  the  parts, 
because  both  philosoxfiry  and  the  Gospel  ag-ree 
in  laying  down  that  the  object  of  tire  adminis- 
tration of  the  State  should  be,  not  the  advan- 
tage of  the  ruler,  but  the  benefit  of  those 
over  -whom  he  rules.  The  gift  of  autliority  is 
from  God,  and  is,  as  it  'were,  a participatioi>. 
of  tlie  liighest  of  all  sovereign tie.s;  ai;i.d  it 
should  be  exercised  as  the  ]xwcr  i f God  is 
exercised — with  a fatlicrly  solicitude  vdric'i 
not  only  guides  tlie  whole  but  reaches  to 
details  as  well. 

Whenever  th.o  general  interest  or  any  par- 
ticular class  surfers,  or  is  tlireati'iied  with, 
evils  -vdiich  can  in  no  other  viay  be  met,  tlic 
public  authority  must  st(?p  in  to  meet  the.m. 
Now,  among  the  intoresis  of  the  public,  as 
of  xii'ivate  individuals,  are  th.e.se:  tluat  peace 
and  good  order  should  be  maintained;  tiiat 

’ St.  Tiiomas  of  Aquiu.  Dc  Uf’yiwlne  PnncL 
yum,  I.  c.ap.  bb 


the  encyclical  letter. 


1.1 


family  life  slioiild  be  carried  on  m accordance 
with 'God’s  laws  and  those  of  nature;  tnai. 
Eelif'ion  should  be  reverenced  and  obeyed; 
tha.ra  hi£;li  standard  of  morality  should  pre- 
vail in  public  and  private  life;  that  tine  shuc- 
tity  of  justice  should  be  respected,^  and  that 
no  one ’should  injure  another  with  impunity; 
that  the.  members  of  the  commonwealtli 
should  "row  up  to  man's  estate  strong  and 
robust,  'and  capable,  if  need  bo,  of  guareling 
and  defending  their  country.  If  by  a strike, 
or  other  combination  of  workmen,  there 
should  be  imminent  danger  of  disturbance  to 
the  public  neace;  or  if  circumstances  heie 
such  that  among  the  laboring  population  the 
the  ties  of  family  life  were  relaxed;  if  he- 
iicrion  were  found  to  suffer  tliroiigh  the  work- 
nien  not  having  time  and  opportimity  to 
practise  it;  if  in  workshops  and  factories 
tlmre  were  danger  to  morals  through  the 
mixiii"  of  the  sexes  or  from  any  occasion  oi 
evil;  or  if  employers  laid  burdens  upon  the 
workmen  wliicb  were  unjust,  or  oegraded 
them  with  conditions  that  were  repugnant  to 
their  dignity  as  human  beings linalh,  it 
liealth  were  endangered  by  excessive  labor,  oi 
by  work  unsuited  to  sex  or  age-— m ihese 
cases  There  can  be  no  question  that  Avdhin 
certain  limits,  it  would  he  right  to  call  m the 
hein  and  authority  of  the  law.  I he  limits 
muk.  be  determined  by  the  nature  of  the 
^ ocension  which  calls  for  the  law’s  interference 
— the  principle  being  thi.s,  that  the  law  must 
not  undertake  more,  or  go  furtlicr.  than  is 
required  for  the  remedy  of  the  evu  or  the 
removal  of  the  danger. 

Special  Consideration  Due  to  the  Poor. 

Pd"hts  must  be  religiously  respected  '''ber- 
ever  they  are  found;  and  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
rmhlic  authority  to  prevent  and  pumsn 
mid  to  protect  each  one  in  the  possession  or 
ins  own.  Still,  when  there  is  question  ot 
protecting  the  rights  of  individuals,  tlie  poor 
and  helpless  liavc  a claim  to  special  consiaera- 
tion.  The  richer  population  liavc  many  ways 
of  protecting  themselves,  and  stand  less  in 
need  of  lielp  from  the  State;  those  wmo  are 
badly  off  have  no  resources  oi  tiieir  own  to 
fall  back  upon,  and  must  chiefly  rely  tnc 
as.sistance  of  the  State.  And  it  is  for  tnis 
reason  tliat  vvage-earners,  who  are,  ummuin- 
edly,  among  the  weak  and  necessitous,  should 
be  specially  cared  for  and  protected  by  tne 
commonwealth.  , . , , ^ ^ ^ 

B'ere,  however,  itvdll  be  advisable  to  auveit 
expre.^siy  to  one  or  two  of  the  more  important 
details. 

The  Stale  Should  Safeguard  Private 
Proircrty. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  tne  chief 
tliin"  to  be  soenred  is  the  safe-guarding,  by 
le^afeiiaclment  and  policy,  of  private  property, 
yiost  of  all  is  it  essential  in  tlmse  times  of 
covetous  greed,  to  kerp  the  multitude  withiu 
the  line  of  duty;  for  if  all  may  justly  strive  to 
better  their  condition,  yet  neither  justice  ^nor 
the  comnion  good  allov/s  any  ouc  to  seize  that 


wdiich  bf'longs  to  another,  or,  under  the  pre- 
text of  futile  and  ridiculous  equality,  to  lay 

hands  on  other  people's  fortunes.  It  is  mos. 

true  tliat  hv  far  the  larger  part  of  the  peop.e 
who  work  prefer  to  improve  themselves 
honest  labor  rather  than  by  doing  svrong  to 
others.  But  there  are  not  a few  who  are 
imbued  with  had  principles  and  are  anxious 
for  revolutionary  change,  and  whose  peat 
purpose  it  is  to  stir  up  tumult  and  IpniJ 
about  a policy  of  violence.  Tim  aiuhority  of 
the  State  should  intervene,  to  nut  res.rain.. 
upon  these  disturbers,  to  save  the  wopmnn 
from  their  seditious  arts,  and  to  protect  lav  .u, 
owners  from  spoliation. 


Tlip  State  Protect  tlie  Baborers' 

Pights. 

Wlieu  v.'ork-people  have  recourse  to  a strike, 
it  is  frequently  because  the  bours  of  labor  are 
too  long,  or  the  \vork  too  hard,  or  hecamse 
they  consider  their  wages  insufncient.  liie 
rrrave  inconvenience  of  this  not  uncomiriou 
occniTence  should  he  obwiated  by  nuohe 
remedial  measures;  for  such  paralysis  m 
labor  not  only  affects  the  masters  and  tneir 
work-people,  ’bnt  is  extremely  injurious  .o 
trade,  and  to  the  general  intere.sts  tne 
public;  moreover,  on  sucli  occasions,  viojpce 
and  disorder  are  generally  not  far  oif,  anct  tlum 
it  frequently  happens  that  the  puh>ic  peace  is 
threatened.  The  laws  should  be  bcTorehimu. 
and  prevent  these  troubles  from  arisiug;  the:, 
should  lend  their  influence  and  antnoi'tv  to 
tlie  removal  in  good  time  of  the  causes  wine n 
lead  to  confiicts  between  masters  and  tnos? 

wdiom  thcY  employ.  ■ 

Bnt  if  the  owners  of  property  iniiso  tie  m.ule 
secure,  the  Workman,  too,  has  property  aiiu 
possessions-  in  which  he  must  beputec.ea; 
and.  first  of  all,  there  are  his  spiritual  aiiu 
mental  interests.  Life  on  pith  ^owper 
crood  end  desirable  in  itsenq  is  not  tm,  ,>u.<d 
purpose  for  which  man  is  created;  _ it  is  only 
the  wav  and  the  means  to  that  attainment  o> 
truth,  and  tba.t  practice  of  goodness,  m wbicn 
the  full  life  of  the  soul  conrdsts.  Ii- 
soul  which  is  made  after  the  image  and  uKC- 
ne.'is  of  God;  it  is  in  the  soul  tbatsovercigiv;" 
resides,  in  virtue  of  which  man  is  coimminae.,! 
to  rule  the  creatures  Iwlov.''  him,  and  ,o  m^e 
all  the  earth  and  the  oeoan.for  his  profu  anu 
advantage.  FEl  the  enrtJi  and  aimnuc  n: 
aivl  rule  over  the  firLe-'i  o>  {he  sea,  and  tne 
fowls  of  the  (d)\  and  all  liruifi^  creatures 
'which  move  vpon  Ihe  carth.'^  respect 

all  men  arc  equal;  iberc  is  no  (AaO]\yoc^  0^- 
tween  rich,  and  poor,  master  and 
ruler  and  ruled,. tV-r  thrsame  aou  cul 

Xo  man  may  outrage  with  impiuvt>  i.ha.t  PtU 

man  diguitv  whicirGod  himself  tiuiTs  ioitp 

vr>vcrenre,  nor  stand  in  the  way  of  that 
life  which  is  the  preparation  for  the  eteioat 
life  of  Heaven.  Nay,  more;  a man  hss 
no  power  over  himself.  To  consent 
treatment  which  is  calculated  to  defoa.^  ^^ 

end  and  purpose  of  his  lioing  is  heyona. 

1 Genesis  i.  28.  ‘Hlomans  x.  12. 
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light;  ho  eaimot  give  up  his  soul  to  servitude; 
for  it  is  uot  man's  own  rights  'vvbieli  are  here 
in  question,  but  the  rights  of  God,  most  s.a- 
orod  and  inviolable. 

Fro)u  this  follov.-.?  the  obligation  of  the  ces- 
sation of  \soik  an.il  labor  on  Sundays  ami 
< er(ain  festivals.  This  n-st  from  labor  is  not 
(0  bo  uuderstoodi  as  mere  idlene.ss:  mucli  less 
PiUiO,  it  be  an  occasion  of  .sixuidi r.g  Tuoney  and 
a vicious  excess,  as  many  avouk!  desire  it  to 
b'-:  but  it.  should  be  rest  from  labor  conse- 
crated by  religion,  Jleito.sc  nniled  Muth  relig- 
ious observance  disposes  man  to  forget  for 
av. liilethe  business  of  this  daily  life,  and  to 
turn  his  thoughts  to  heavenly  things  and  to 
the  worship  avhicli  lie  so  strictly  owes  to  the 
Eternal  Ideity.  It  i.s  this,  above  all,  which  is 
tiie  reason  and  motive  of  the  Sunday  rest;  a 
rest  sanctioned  by  God’s  great  law  of  the  an- 
cient covenant,  Remember  thou  keep  hohj  the 
Sabbath  Bay^^  and  tanaht  to  the  world  by  Ilis 
oven  my.sterious  “rest”  after  the  creation  of 
man;  He  rested  on  the  serenth  day  Hom  all 
His  icork  vRiicli  He  had  done.- 

Save  ihG  Laborers  from  tiie  Cruelty  of 
Speculators  in  Labor. 

If  vre  turn  now  to  things  exterior  and  cor- 
poieal,  the  iirst  concern  of  all  is  to  save  the 
poor  workers  from  the  cruelty  of  grasping 
speculators,  who  use  humaii^ieings  as  mere 
instruments  nw  m^mg'^ioney.  It  is  itmtlier 
jTTsnce  nor  humanity  sd'Tb'  grind  men  down 
■with  excessive  labor  as  to  stupefy  their  minds 
and  v'ear  out  their  bodies.  Man’s  powers, 
like  his  general  nature,  are  limited,  and  be- 
yond tliese  limits  lie  cannot  go.  His  strength 
is  developed  and  increased  by  use  and  exercise, 
but  only  on  condition  of  due  intermission 
a’ld  proper  rest.  Daily  labor,  therefore,  must 
be  .so  regulated  that  it  may  not  be  protracted, 
during  longer  hours  than  strength  admits. 
IJow  niany  and  how  long  tire  intervals  of  rest 
s-ho-uld  be,  will  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the 
•work,  on  circumstances  of  time  and  place, 
and  on  the  health  , and  strength  of  the  work- 
ir.an,  Tliose  who  labor  in  mines  and  quar- 
ries. and  in  -Acork  witiiiri  the  bowels  of  the 
e.Artb,.  sho'ald  have  .'■■horter  hours  in  proportion 
r.s  their  labor  is  more  severe  and  more  trying 
to  healiln  Then,  again,  ilie season  of  the  year 
juust  be  laken  iiiio  account;  for  not  unfre- 
cTimTly  a l-'Ind  of  labor  i.o  ea.sy  at  one  time 
•v  hi'':'.'  f ■ a-';other  is  intohop.bie  or  very  dilh- 
^'.h.  : -by,  work  wbich  is  suitable  fora 

Cro,:..  cannot  reasonably  be  reqiured 

fi'OJii  .u  '.'.  Oman  or  a ebikh 

/.  Oil 

And.  in  regard  to  childrc]!,  great  care 
sl'oold  be  lalren  not  to  place  them  in  work- 
sliOjjS  and  factories  until  their  bodies  and 
mliids'  are  sufficiently  mature.  For  just  as 
rough  weather  destroys  the  buds  of  spring,  so 
zo<j  »*arly  an  experience  of  life’s  hard  work 
blights  the  young  pi'omise  of  a child’s  powers, 
a.Tjd  Uiakes  any  j’eal  education  iiiipossible. 

J Exodus  XX.  8.  2 Genesis  ii.  2,  0. 


Women,  again,  are  not  suited  to  certain 
ti'ades  ; for  a woman  is  by  nature  fitted  for..^^ 
horpe-wurJe,  aiidHt^iarwh'ich  isH^st  adapted  ) 
^t^_piice  fo  ]nLoserv(^ier  modesty,  and  to  pro- 
nmte__the  goph^  bringing  up  of  cliildren  and  d 
the  vvejl-being  of  llic  faniily.  As  a general  \ 
jiHuhcTple,  it  may  be  laid  down,  tliat  a work-  ' 
man  ouglit  to  have  leisure  ?nd  rest  in  propor- 
tion to  the  wear  ami  tear  of  hi.s  .strength  ; for 
llie  waste  of  strength  must  be  repaired  by  the 
cessation  of  w'orlc. 

In  all  agreeiucrits  betwee]i  masters  and 
work-people,  there  is  alwa.ys  the  condition, 
expfe.ssed  or  understood,  that  there  be  alloavcd 
proper  rest  for  soul  and  body.  To  agree  in 
any  other  sense  would  be  against  v/liat  is 
right  and  just  ; foi-  it  can  never  be  right  or 
just  to  require  on  the  one  side,  or  to  pj’omise. 
on  tlie  other,  the  giving  up  of  those  duties 
which  a man  ow'es  to  his  God  and  to  himself. 

Employers’  Moral  Obligation  to  Fa/y 

Fair  Wages. 

We  now  approach  a subject  of  very  great 
importance,  and  one  on  wTrich,  if  extrerries 
are  to  be  avoided,  right  ideas  are  absolutely 
necessary.  Wages,  ^ve  are  told,  are  fixed  by 
free  consent;  and,  therefore,  the  employer, 
■when  he  pays  vshat  was  agreed  upon,  has 
done  his  part,  and  is  not  called  upoi'i  for 
anything  further.  The  ordyv/ay,  it  is  said, 
in  ■'.vhich  injustice  could  h.a^ppen,  would  be 
if  the  master  refused  to  pay  the  wheb.-  of  the 
wages,  or  the  'workman  v/ould  not  complete 
the  work  undertaken;  when  this  happi.nis 
the  State  should  intervene,  to  see  that  each 
obtains  his  own  — but  not  under  any  other 
cii’cnmsta'Jices, 

This  mode  of  reason in,g  is  by  no  means 
convijicing  to  a fair-minded  man,  for  th.ero 
are  important  considerations  which  it  leave.s 
out  of  view  altogether.  To  laboi-  is  to  exert 
one’s  self  for  the  sake  of  procuring  'vvl'ict  is 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  life,  and  I'-ao.st 
of  all  for  self-presei’vatiom  In  the  sioeat  oj 
thy  brow  thou  shalt  eat  bread.^  Tiiereforc, 
a man’s  labor  has  two  notes  or  characters. 
First  of  all,  it  is  poasomh  ; for  thiC  exertion 
of  individual  power  belongs  to  the  individual 
■\vho  puts  it  -fortli,  Ciuploying  this  jmvrer  for 
that  personal  profit  for  a'/hich  it  ^v;^3  given. 
Secondly,  man’s  lahor  is  riecessary ; for  v.'ith- 
out  the  results  of  labor  a nnen  cr-sinot  live; 
and  self-con.servation  is  a law  of  Aat'are, 
which  it  is  wroiig  to  disobey.  IS'ow,  if  vve 
^cere  to  consider  labor  merely  so  fa’’  as  it  is 
personal,  doubtles.s  it  would  be  witbiii  tkiC 
workman’s  right  to  aceejit  any  rate  of  wages 
whato\er  ; foi  in  the  same  svay  a \ ]'■  is  I'l 
to  work  or  ]iot,  so  he  is  fine  to  accepi  a S7iia!. 
remuneration,  or  even  none  at  all.  But  this 
is  a mere  abstract  suppo.sition;  the  labor  of 
the  working  nuin  is  not  only  his  personal 
attribute,  but  it  is  necessary ; and  tlrhs  makes 
all  tlie  difi'ereiice.  fi.'lie  presorvatiou  of  life  is 
the  bouiulen  duty  of  each  and  all,  ami  to  fail 
therein  is  a crime.  It  follows  that  each  one 

1 Genesis  iii.  1 . 
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lias  a' riglit  to  procure  what  is  required  iu  the  very  soil  which  yiel<is  in  response  to  the  j 
order  to  live;  ana  the  poor  can  procure  it  in  labor  or  their  hands,  not  only  rood  to  eat,  but  f 
no  other  way  than  by  work  and  wages.  an  abundance  of  good  things>  for  tlioicselves  j 

Lei  iL  be  granted,  then,  iliat,  as  a rule,  and  those  that  are  dear  to  them.  It  is  evidetit  ‘ 
workman  ana  employer  should  malcc^lree  liow  such  a spirit  of  willing  labor  would  a'ui 
agreements,  and  iu  particular  should  fnmiy  to  the  produce  of  the  earth  and  to  the  wealtu 
J.T  to  tvages;  nevertlieless,  tiiere  is  a .of  the  commimity.  And  a iliiru  advaiuag-; 
dVetate  of  nature  more  imperious  and  more  would  arise  from  this;  men  would  to 

ancient  than  any  liargain  between  man  ami  the  country  in  which  they  were  honij  for  m 
man,  that  the  remuneration  must  be  enough  one  would  excliange  iiis  country  for  a fov-;'  p'.  | 
to  sux;>port  the  wage-earner  in  reasonable  and  land  if  his  o'.vn  aftorded  iiim  the  nu  o;. . o' 
frugal  comlort.  ii  tliiough  necessity  or  fear  living  a tolerable  and  nappy  life.  These  ihrc;v 
of  a worse  evil,  tlic  workiiian  aceepis  mmter  important  henelits,  however,  can  only  bv 
•7iondItro]is~t>ecause  an  (^plover  or  a contra^or  pected  on  the  comlition  tliat  a man os  iu<. 
Avili  glve^him  no  better,  he  is  the  vlctii.u~of  be  not  drained  and  exliausLcd  by  cxce 
force  ahcTTiijustice.’  in  these  and  similar  taxation.  The  light  to  jiossess  iirivalc  pi  oq. 


questions,  however. — such  as,  for  exanphe,  erty  is  from  nature,  not  from  man;  ami  ihe! 
the  hours  of  labor  in  different  trades,  the  thate  has  only  the  nght  to  j-egulaie  its  n-;,  i\ 
sanitary  xirecautions  to  be  observed  in  facto-  tlie  interests  of  line  public  good,  but  by  n > 
lies  a,nu  workshops,  etc. — in  order  to  super-  mea,ns  to  abolish  it  altogether.  Tlie  Suue  is, 
sedc  undue  interference  on  the  part  of  the  therefore,  unjust  and  cruei  if,  in  the  nain-  o, 
IState,  especially  as  circumstances,  times,  and  taxation,  it  deprives  the  iJiivate  owner  o; 
local i ties  differ  so  widely,  it  is  advisable  that  more  than  is  just. 

recourse  be  had  to  fSocieiies  or  Hoards  such  as  Multioiy  Worlnugmeu’s  Associn.iio 
We  shall  uieniio).  preseutly,  or  lo  some  other  , tha'last  place  - eiuplovejs  and  worfemc-^ 
method  of  safe-guardi).gihe  iihcrest,solWi^^^^  may  theutselvbs  effect  imict  in  the  i.ia  n e' 
earners;  the  8laio  to  ho  asked  tor  appioval  ^oftt,  by  means  of  those  iustUu- 

and  protection.  tions  and  orgauizaiious  winch  affo.vd  o;  ..or- 

The  State  should  Favor  Multiplication  tune  assistance  to  thosb  in  m-'ed,  and  vud. 

of  Froperty  Owners.  draw  the  tvvo  orders  more  closely  log'  i : ' 

If  a workman’s  wages  be  sulhcient  to  ena-  Among  tlicse  may  be  emimcrute<;i ; .Soob-.ir 
ble  him  to  maintain  bimself,  his  wife,  and  his  for  mutual  lielp;  varioii.s  foundmions  cn.wi 
children  in  reasojiable  comfort,  he  will  not  hshed  by  private  persons  loi  p'nviciirig  loi  : 

lind  it  dnlleult,  ]f  he  is  a sensible  man,  to  woi-kmau,  ana  for  Ms  wldor- oi- ii:;.  < h i, 

study  economy;  ajid  he  will  not  fail,  by  cut-  in  sudden  calamity,  in  sickness,  ami  m the* 

ting'down  expenses,  to  init  by  a little  prop-  event  of  death;  anu  wir.it  an;  erheu 
erty:  nature  and  reason  wonUI  urge  him  lo  do  ages,”  or  institution.-^  for  tlic  cme  ( ^ u 

this.  We  have  seen  that  this  great  Labor  and  girls,  for  young  people,  a.m!  a.:.  xw 

question  cannot  be  solved  except  by  assuming  those  of  more  ].uauue,  age. 
as  a priucixilc  tliat  x}rivate  ownership)  must  be  ;Xl-t^^-kiost  impmp^^  are,  j’.  or’- m.  - .5 

held  sacrcbi  and  inviolable,  Tiie  law,  there-  Associations;  for  tliese  virtually  hiciu'l  ’i 
fore,  should  favor  ownersliix),  and  its  X-’Olioy  liicArestr"  History  attests  wluit  exccil  • • 
should  be  to  induce  as  many  of  the  people  as  suits  rvere  effected  by  the  Artiheers'  '.  ’ uH  fs  r-' 
XDOssibie  10  become  owners.  a former  day.  They  were  the  inea  s r 

Maiiy  excellent  ihsults  w'il  1 folio vrfTozn  this;  of  many  advantages  to  the  vrorknu-n.  0,  ^ 

and  liftt  of  all,  jiroperty  will  certainly  become,  no  small  degree  01  tii.e  advancen'k-'ii  ; 'i- 

more  equitably  divided.  Tor  tiic  effect  of  numerous  ino.uiimcnts  remain  to  pi «0V'...  Sue 

civil  change  aund  revolution  has  been  to  divide  associations  shoiiM  be  adapted  to  t'-  .'  ; ,•■  ■1  - 

society  into  two  widely  diirering  castes.  Un  ments  of  liie  age  in  wiMcn  we  live  - ■ ■ . u- 
the  one  ride  there  the  party  wliich  liokls  of  gi-eater  instruction,  of  dh:.:roiu  enuw, 
tiie  jjower  becauise  it  .tiolds  the  weait’u : which  and  of  more  immerous  rcquirmn '’Uc-,  ,i;,  j 

has  in  its  grasp  all  labor  ami  all  trade  life.  It  is  gratityirAg  to  knov  i iveys  tW 

wliich  maniiiLiiates  for  its  ow-u  benetit  a.nd  actually  in  existence  not  a few  cf 

its  own  purposes  all  the  sources  of  supply,  this  naUire,  consi.-r.ing  ^ eitiiei 
and  which  is  xiowerfiilly  lej.u’oscnted  in  the  alone,  or  of  workim u and  employees  cci^cv€U/' 
councils  of  the  .-etatc  itseli.  Un  the  other  side  but  it  were  greaiiy  to  be  desiich 
there  is  tlie  needy  and  povvoiless  midtiuide,  should  i.iudUply  ; id  be-joiuv  ' ent 

sore  and  suffering,  and  always  ready  for  dis-  We  liave  sfiokcii  of  tnom  inoiC  o\•^ce 

lurhancc.  If  working  pcop'e.caii  be  cneour-  but  i;  vid  v."TJ  10  e'-piru’-  h.>rs 
aged  to  look  forward  to  obtaining  a,  share  in  llnzy  au’e  m:ded,  io  sho^^  ih;;'-  eVr^V)  eA.»st 

Liic  land,  the  result  will  be  that  tiie  gulf  he-  tlicur  own.  idght,  and  eid-'i- huo  tvT^vr 

tween  vast  wealth  and  deep  xioverty  will  be  zation  and  ineir  work. 
bridged  over,  and  the  two  ortlers  will  be  The  experience  of  his  own  wec.vo^ss 
brought  nearer  together.  Another  conse-  man  to  call  in  lie  Ij)  from  wit  horn.  ^Ve 

quen.ee  will  be  the  greater  abundance  of  Uie  in  the  iiages  of  Holy  Writ:  J6  us  bcUtr  fi  d 

iruits  of  the  earth.  Men  always  work  hanler  two  should  be  toyetker  than  one;  ]or  tiWj 
and  more  readily  when  they  wurk  on  that  haw  the  advantayc  of  their  society.  If  one 
winch  IS  their  own;  nay,  they  learn  to  love  /'all  he  shall  be  siqqiorted  by  the  other.  II  oe 
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^0  lum  that  alone,  jor  whai  he  falleth  he  have  arisen  by  the  Cliurcli’s  aiithorily  and  the 
/lalh  none  to  llji  him  iqi.'  i'lulher:  -d  piety  of  the  Cljiistiaji  iJeople.  The  aimais  of 

orothen  that  ii>  helped  by  hm  brother  Is  Wee  a every  nation  doAvn  to  our  o'.vn  times  testily  to 
strori’i  cii).'.-  it  is  this  miinrai  impulse  vrlheli  ^vhat  they  have  cione  fur  the  hiuiiun  race,  ft  is 
unites  men  in  civil  society;  and  it  is  this  also  indisijutable  on  grountls  oi.  reason  alone,  that 
'Alueh  n;a]-:es  tbem  l.nriul  thenisehes  togetlier  sucli.  associations,  being  perlectly  blameless  in 
in  associations  of  citi/.en  with  eiriseii;  asso-  tJieir  objects,  have  tlie  sanction  of  the  law  of 
eiatioiis  whidi,  it  is  true,  cannot  be  called  nature.  On  Iheir  religious  side,  they  rigidly 
societies  in  tb.e  complete  sense  of  tbe  word,  claim  to  be  responsible  to  the  (Jliureh  aJone. 
but  which  amc  societies  neveriheloss.  The  ailjuinistrators  of  liie  felaie,  therefore, 

These  lesser  societies  and  tlie  society  vdiich  have  no  rights  over  Ihetn,  nor  can  ibey  claim 
consuiiites  the  JStaie  differ  in  many  things,  tiny  sliare  m timir  management  ; on  the  con- 
becaiise  their  inunediate  luirpose  and  end  is  irary,  it  is  tlie  t:jLtite’s  duty  to  respeet  and 
diiferent,  Civil  society  exists  for  the  common  cherish  them,  and,  if  necessary,  to  defend 
good,  and,  therefore,  is  concerned  with  the  them  from  attack.  it  is  noioiious  that  a 
interests  of  all  in  general,  aiul  with  iiidividnal  very  different  course  has  been  followed,  more 
interests  in  their  due  place,  and  proportion,  especially  in  our  own  times,  lii  many  places 
Uence,  it  is  called  pniblic  society,  because  by  tlie  State  has  laid  violent  hands  on  those  com- 
ils  means,  as  Si.  Thomas  of  Acjuin  says,  Hen  munities,  and  commitied  manifold  injustice 
communicate  leith  one  another  in  the  setiiiaj  against  them;  it  has  placed  them  under  tlie 
up  of  a commomoealihA  But  the  societies  civil  law,  taken  away  their  rights  as  corporate 


which  are  formed  in  the  bosom  of  the  State 
are  called  yrnrutc,  and  justly  so,  because  their 
iinmediiate  ptupjose  is  the  private  advantage  of 
the  assodtues.  A'ouj,  a pricaie  soeieii/,  says 
St.  Thomas  again,  is  one  'which  is  for lued  Jor 
the  purpose  oj  carry iny  outjyrivate  biisinei^s  ; 
as  'when  two  or  three  enter  into  a partnershW 
vYiih  the  view  of  trading  in  conjuneiion.^ 
Particular  societies,  then,  although  they  exist 
within,  the  State,  and  are  each  a part  of  the 
State,  nevertheless  cannot  be  prohibited  by 
the  .State  absolutely  and  as  such..  For  to 
enter  into  ‘'society'’  of  this  kind  is  the 
n;iuu-al  r.ight  of  tnan;  and  the  State  must 
p.roiect  natural  rights,  not  destroy  them;  and 
if  it  forbids  its  citizens  to  form  associations,  it 
contradicts  the  very  principle  of  its  own  exist- 
ence ; for  both  they  and  it  exist  in  virtue  of 
the  same  principle,  viz.,  the  natural  propen- 
sity of  man  to  live  in  society. 

There  are  times,  no  doubt,  ^vhen  it  is  right 
that  the  law  should  i.nterfere  to  prevent  asso- 
ciation; as  when  men  join  together  for  pur- 
poses wliich  are  evidentiy  bad,  unjust,  or 
dangerous  to  the  IState.  In  such  cases  the 
piibhQ  authority  may  justly  forbid  the  forma- 
tion of  associations,  and  may  dissolve  them 
when  they  already  exist.  But  every  precau- 
tion should  be  taken  not  to  violate  the  rights 
of  inni’-.'iduais,  and  not  to  imike  unreasonable 
regulaiion-j  under  the  pretence  of  i^uibuc 
benciit.  For  iav's  only  bind  wlien  they  are 
in  aicordance  -/Ub  light  reason,  and  iheie- 

re  v,i,.b  iliC  cicnuil  law  of  God.'' 

: i .t  n ’Wantages  Of  Bavvfn)  C^mubiuntion. 

' wc  are  reminded  of  tlm  Confia- 

^ nuclei icr,  ami  Keligious  Orde:  ^ wl  ich 

^ hoolesia.sle.s  iv.  t),  10.  - J-’roverbs xv.  iii.  10. 

"Contra  ihyyaguantes  Lei  euUam  el  leligioneui , 
Gap.  11,  ■Wb  'al.  Jlurnan  law  is  law  onhj  in 

virtue  of  Us  aecordaime  with  right  reason  : v:nd 
thus  it  is  'mav.ijest  that  it  Jiovjs  jrom  U(C  eiernai 
o.vj.  And  in  .uj  far  as  it  deviates  fram  '/ight 
ioason,  U is  called  an.  anjast  law ; in  such,  care 
it  is  not  law  at  a/g  had  'rather  a species  of  vio- 
b'.n.ce, — Sr.  'I’humas  of  Aejuin,  tSa.inuiU  'Iheolo- 
glca,  a p.y,  (p  xciii.  A.rt,  hi. 


bodies,  and  robbed  them  of  their  property.  Jn 
such  proxmrty  the  Church  had  her  riglits,  each 
member  of  the  body  had  liis  or  her  rights,  and 
there  were  also  the  rights  of  tliosc  who  had 
founded  or  e.ndo^yed  them  for  a delinile  iiur- 
pose,  and  of  those  for  whose  benefit  and  ussis- 
lauce  they  existed.  AVhereiore  We  cannot 
refrain  from  complaining  of  such  spoliation  as 
unjust  and  fraught  v.dlh  evil  results;  and  ^vith 
the  more  reason  because,  at  ilie-  very  time 
when  the  law  x>roclaims  tliat  associmion  is 
free  to  all,  Vde  see  that  Catholic  societies. 
however  jieaceable  and  useful,  are  hindered  in 
every  way,  whilst  the  utmo.st  frec-’oin  is  given 
to  men  whose  objects  are  at  once  hurtUil  tc 
Beligioji  and  dangerous  to  the  date. 

Associations  oi  every  kind,  and  especially 
those  of  working  men,  arc  now  fur  mo.ru  com- 
mon than  formerly,  in  regard  to  many  of 
these  there  is  no  need  at  present  to  inquire 
whence  they  siiring,  what  are  their  objects,  or 
what  means  they  use.  But  there  is  a guod 
deal  of  evidence  which  goes  to  xwove  that 
many  of  .tliese  societies  are  in  the  hands  of  in- 
visible leaders,  and  are  managed  on  x>riucii  .ies 
far  from  compatible  with  Chri.'^tiaidty  mid  the 
Ijubiic  well-being;  and  that  they  ilo  then  besi 
to  get  into  tiieir  iiamis  t.be  v iiole  lieM  oi  labor 
and  to  force  workmen  either  lo  join  i.hcm  or  to 
starve.  Under  ibcse  circumsUmceS  Cliristiou 
workmen  must  do  one  of  two  ibing.-^;  either 
join  associations  in  whicli  their  icligion  will 
be  cx'lioscd  lo  xjeril,  or  fu''m  assoei:. ; 'on- 
ion oug.  iliem.seive.i  — imi.i'  their  fui'ce-.  i.m! 
cu.il iigeously  sbaln;  off  the  yolte.  ol  an  i nin  . 
and  iuLolei'iibie  oi^jressloii.  Ao  one  v.  l!.-  U',' 
not  '.risb  to  e\j>o::e,  man’s  chi-o'  goe-l  . ■_>  e\ 
treme  deng'.a.'  will  liesit^Ue  to  sip-  tin  ■ tr 
.second  aJlernafive  musL  1>}  all  mu;. be 
adopted. 

Ciitliolic  jttenofit  ;m<l  Jnsunmee  Societies. 

Tliose  Calholic.s  are.  wo. ’.by  of  all  xirai.se-  - 
and  ilierc  am  not  a few  — who,  uiideu-iaudii;g 
Y/)iai  the  Limes  re'juire,  have,  by  \aiious 
cnterxn’ises  and  cxjicrimenls,  eiuleav ori'd  lo 
belter  llic  condition  of  ilie  working  people 
witbout  any  .s.iciitice  of  xivincipln.  'They  have 
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taken  np  the  cause  of  the  Avorking  raan,  and 
have  striven  to  make  both  families  aiid  in-, 
dividiials  better  off;  to  infuse  tlie  spirit  of 
justice  into  the  mutual  relations  of  employer 
and  employed;  to  keep  before  the  eyes  of 
both  classes  the  precepts  of  duty  a)id  the  laws 
of  the  Gospel  — that  Gospel  which,  by  incul- 
cating self-restraint,  Ivceps  men  within  the 
boiuids  of  moderation,  ami  tends  to  establish 
liarmony  among  the  divergent  interests  and 
various  classes  v.diich  compose  the  Stale.  It 
is  vrith  such  ends^  in  view  that  We  sec  men 
of  eminence  meeting  together  for  discussion, 
for  the  promotion  of  united  action,  and  for 
practical  work.  Others,  again,  strive  to  unite 
workijig  people  of  various  kinds  into  associa- 
tions, help  them  with  their  advice  and  their 
means,  and  enable  them  to  obtain  honest  and 
Xmohtable  work.  The  Ihshops,  on  their  x?art, 
bestow  their  ready  good-will  and  support;  and 
witli  their  approval  and  guidance  many  mem- 
bers of  the  clergy,  both  secular  and  regular, 
labor  assiduously  on  behalf  of  tire  spiritual 
and  mental  interests  of  the  members  of  Asso- 
ciatiojis.  And  there  arc  not  wanting  Catho- 
lics irossessed  of  ailluencc,  who  have,  as  it 
were,  cast  in  their  lot  with  the  wage-earners, 
end  v.ho  have.  sx>ent  large  sums  in  founding 
and  w’idely  spreading  Benefit  and  Lisurance 
Societies,  by  means  of  which  the  working  man 
may  williout  dilnculty  acquire  by  liis  labor 
not  only  many  jnesent  advantages,  but  also 
the,  certairity  of  honorable  snirxrort  in  time  to 
come.  How  much  tliis  niulliplied  and  earnest 
activity  lias  benefited  the  community  at  large 
is  too  ivell  known  to  require  IIs  to  dwell  upon 
it.  We  find  in  it  the  grounds  of  the  most 
cheering  hope  for  the  futinc ; provided  that 
the  Associations  We  have  described  continue 
to  grow  and  siiread,  and  are  well  and  v.dsely 
administered.  Lot  the  State  watch  over  these 
Societies  of  citizens  united  together  in  the 
exercise  of  their  right;  but  let  it  not  thrust 
itself  into  their  iieculiar  concerns  and  their 
organization;  for  things  inove  and  live  by  the 
soul  W'ithin  them,  and  they  may  he  killed  by 
the  grasp  of  a hand  from  without. 

In  order  that  an  Association  may  be  carried 
on  with  unity  of  imrpose  and  harmony  of 
action,  its  organization  and  government  must 
be.  firm  and  wise.  All  such  Societies,  being 
free  to  exist,  liave  the  further  riglit  to  adopt 
s.ucli  rules  and  organization  as  may  best  con- 
duce xo  the  atlainment  of  tlieir  objects.  We 
do  not  deem  it  possil)le  to  enter  into  definite 
dei.ails  on  the  subject  of  organization;  this 
i!U>d.  dexHind  on  national  characte.r,  onxjractice 
and  cxxierieuce,  on  the  nature  and  scope  of 
work  t(;  ho  done.,  on  |.)ic  magnitude  of 
the  various  irade.s  and  employme.nts,  and.  on 
other  circnmstaiices  ot  fact  and  of  .time — all 
of  which  must  be  carefully  weighed. 

Found  the  Orgauizatioiis  on  Keligion. 

Speaking  summarily,  we  may  lay  it  down 
as  a geiieial  and  perx3Ctual  law',  that  ^7ork- 
meii’s  Associations  should  be  so  organized 
and  governed  as  to  furnish  the  best  and  most 
suitable  means  for  attaining  wliat  is  aimed 


at,  that  is  to  say,  for  helping  each  individual 
member  to  better  his  condition  to  the  utmost, 
in  body,  mind,  and  property,  it  is  clear  that 
they  must  |jay  special  and  x^riucipai  attention 
to  xfiety  paid  morality,  and  tJiat  their  internal 
discipline  must  be  directed  precisely  by  these 
considerations  ; otherwise  they  entirely  lose 
their  .sx^ecial  character,  aiul  come  to  be  very 
little  better  than  those  societies  Avhicli  take  no 
account  of  Ibiligion  at  all.  What  advantage 
can  it  be  to  a Workman  to  obt:un  by  ni.aui.s  ; t 
a Society  all  that  he  requires,  and  to  endanger 
his  soul  for  want  of  sinrltuai  food? 
doth  U proJU  a man  if  he  yarn  the  vEiole 
loorld,  and  the  loss  of  his  ovrn  sovl  ’ 

This,  as  Our  Lord  teaches,  is  the  ttoie  »jr 
character  that  distinguishes  llie  C’hristiaM 
from  the  heathen.  After  all  .these  thinys  do 
the  heathens  seek.  . . . Seek  ye  first  V-e 

Kinydom  of  God,  and  His  justice,  and  <'.11 
these  thinys  shall  be  added  unto  y<mS  Let 
our  Associations,  then,  look  first  and  before 
all  to  God;  let  religious  instruction  have 
therein  a foremost  i^lace,  each  one  being  care- 
fully taught  what  is  his  duty  to  God,  what  to 
believe,  what  to  hope  for,  and  liow  to  work 
out  his  salvation;  and  let  all  be  warned  and 
fortified  with  especial  solicitude  against  wrong 
oxfinions  and  false  teaching.  Let  the  wnrking 
man  be  urged  and  led  to  the  worship  of  God. 
to  the  earnest  practice  of  religion,  and,  among 
other  things,  to  the  sanctification  of  knnda,ys 
and  festivals.  Let  him  lear.u  to  revereuce 
and  love  Holy  Churei).,  the  cojumon  y.o'.h.arl 
of  ns  all;  and  so. to  obey  the  precejjts  and  toj 
frequent  the  Sacrani"'  t - of  tka  Chu’v’n  t 
Sacraments  being  the  3'neans  ordained  i)y  (.-o.i 
for  obtaining  forgivei  css  of  sin  and  for  L.'p.’kn; 
a holy  life. 

The  fonudations  of  the  o.igcinization  beii'g 
laid  in  Ileligiou,  We  next  go  on  to  deter.'uin..' 
the  relations  of  the  inembers,  one  to  anokier, 
in  order  tliat  they  may  live  together  in  coii- 
cord,  and  goon  x^^’<-‘^sperously  and  siiccessiiilJy. 
The  offices  and  clnarges  of  the  Society  shouid 
be  distributed  for  the  good  of  the  Socimy 
itself,  and  hi  such  mannej.*  that  difLv]''‘.uce 
in  degree  or  posiMon  sbould  not  intorrere 
with,  iinardmity  and  good-will.  Officc-bea-ei 
should  he  ax^pointer'i  with  prudence  and  dis- 
cretion, and  cue’s  charge  should  In 

carefully  ma.rked  ou:  ; thus  no  iuenk-:r  vilf] 
suffer  w'rong.  J'.-y-  .h.a  couimon  fun-...  bel 
administered  wdtn.  strictest  hoiu'i.sty,  h 
such  way  tlu-'  a 3;..-mhe?-  receive  assize,:  ! c; 
in  pj’oporlien  'o  hi  ^ neiossities.  Tli-  rig'u.- 
and  dutie;  v-  • -.e  v.  should  ho  tb.?  sub;  . . 

of  careful  coijsideiaiion  as  coiujiarfd  v,  h! 
i-jgliLs  and  duties  of  the  employed.  1. 
should  h;qq.u:ii  tluit  eiihoi'  :■  at":' 

workman  deemed  JiimseK  injured,  ' . 

would  be  more  desirable  tban  tliPi  ‘bc'o 
should  be.  a comuuttee  composed  ot  lioiu'st 
and  caxiable  men  of  the  Association  its;  If, 
whose  duty  it  should  be,  by  tlie  laws  of  the 
Association,  to  decide  the  disynite.  Amon 
the  x^urxioscs  of  a Society  should  be  to  tryj 
to  arrange  for  a continuous  supply  of  wor 

1 St.  MuUbew'  xvi.  2d  -St.  Mattliew'  vi.?*2,  g 
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at  alUimos  and  seasons:  and  to  create  a fund  of  them  would  gladly  free  themselves  from 
from  v.'hleh  the  members  may  be  helped  in  this  galling  slaveiyl  But  human  respect,  or  ; 
their  necessities,  not  only  ill  cases  of  accident,  the  dread  of  starvation,  makes  them  afraid  ' 
but  also  in  sickness,  old  age,  and  misfortune,  to  take  the  step.  To  such  as  these,  Catholic 
8iicJi  rules  and  regulations,  if  obeyed  will-  Associations  are  of  incalculable  service,  help- 
ingly  by  all,  will  suiticientlv  ensure  the  vrell-  ing  them  out  of  their  ditricullies,  inviting 
being  of  poor  people;  whilst  siicli  2dutual  them  to  companionship,  and  receiving  the 
Associations  among  Catholics  arc  certain  to  repentant  to  a shelter  in  which  they  may 
be  productive,  iu  no  small  degree,  of  pros-  securely  trust. 

perity  to  the  ytate.  It  is  not  rash  to  conject-  We  have  now  laid  before  you.  Venerable 
lire  the  future  from  the  past.  ^A.g'e  gives  way  Brethren,  who  are  the  persons,  and  v.d)at  are 

to  age,. but  the  events  of  one  century  are  the  means,  by  vrhich  this  most  difliciilt  ques- 

wonderfully  like  those  of  anoti.ior;  for  they  tiou  must  be  solved.  Every  one  must  put 

are  directed  by  the  Providence  of  G-od,  Who  his  hand  to  the  work  which  falls  to  his  share, 

over-rules  the  coimse  of  history  in  accordance  and  that  at  once  and  immediately,  lest  the  'i 

with  His  purposes  in  creating  the  race  of  evil  which  is  already  so  great  may  ]>y  delay  1 

■ man,  We  are  told  that  it  was  cast,  as  a become  absolutely  beyond  remedy.  Tliose  I 

reproach  on  the  Christians  of  tlic  early  ages  who  ride  the  State  must  use  the  law  and  the  | 

of  the  Church,  that  the  greater  number  of  institutions  of  the  country;  masters  and  rich  I 

them  had  to  live  by  begging  or  by  labor,  men  must  remember  tlieir  duty;  the  poor, 

Yet,  destitute  as  they  were  of  wealth  and  whose  interests  are  at  stake,  must  make  every 

iiifiuence,  they  ended  by  winning  over  to  lawful  and  proper  effort ; and  since  Keligion 

their  .side  tlie  favor  of  the  rich  and  the  good-  alone,  as  We  said  at  the  beginning,  can 

will  of  the  powerful.  They  showed  them-  destroy  the  evil  at  its  root,  all  men  must  be 

selves  industrious,  laborious,  and.  peaceful,  persuaded  that  the  primary  thing  needful  is 

men  of  justice,  and,,  above  all,  men  of  to  return  to  real  Christianity,  in  the  absence  j 

brotherly  love.  In  the  presence  of  such  a of  which  all  the  plans  and  devices  of  the  j 

life  and  such  an  example,  prejudice  dis-  wisest  will  be  of  little  avail. 

appeared,  the  tongue  of  malevolence  was  As  far  as  regards  tlie  Church,  its  assistance  v 
silenced,  and  the  lying  traditions  of  ancient  will  never  be  wanting,  be  the  time  or  the  oc-  i 
superstiLion  yielded  little  by  little  to  Christian  casion  w'hat  it  may;  and  it  will  intervene 
truth.  with  the  greater  effect  in  proportion  as  its 

At  tliis  moment  the  condition  of  t.he  work-  liberty  of  action  is  the  ro.ore  unfettered  let 

ing  population  is  the  question  of  the  hour;  this  be  carefully  noted  by  those  whose  office 

and  Willing  can  be  of  higher  interest  to  all  it  is  to  provide  for  the  public  welfare.  Every 

classes  of  the  State  than  that  it  should  be  minister  of  holy  lleiigion  must  thro'w  into  the 

rightly  and  reasonably  decided.  But  it  will  conhict  all  the  energy  of  his  mind,  and  all  the  | 

be  easV  for  Christian  working  men.  to  decide  strength  of  his  endurance;  wdth  your  ruitbor-  ' 

it  aright  if  they  form  Assoaiations,  choose  itv,  Venerable  Brethren,  and  by  your  example,  [ 

wdse  guides,  and  follow  the  same  p.ath 'which  they  must  never  cease  to  urge  upon  all  men  ! 

Y/iih  so  much  advantage  to  themselves  and  of  every  class,  upon  the  high  as  well  as  the  j 

the  commonwealth  v/as  trod  by  their  fathers  lowly,  the  Gospel  doctrines  of  Christian  life; 

be.fore  them.  Prejudice,  it  is  true,  is  mighty,  by  every  means  in  their  power  they  must  ^ 

and  so  is  the  love  of  money;  but  if  the  Wse  strive  for  the  good  of  the  people;  and  above 

of  wliai  is  just  and  right  be  not  destroyed  by  all  they  must  earnestly  cherish  iii  themselves, 

depravity  of  heart,  their  fellow-citizens  are  and  try  to  arouse  in  others.  Charity,  the  mis- 

sure  to  be  v/on  over  to  a kindly  feeling  tress  and  queen  of  virtues.  For  tlie  happy 

tov.^ards  men  whom,  they  see  to  be  so  indus-  results  we  all  long  for  must  be  chieily  broaghi 

trious  and-  so  modest,  who  so  immista.kably  about  by  the  plenteous  outpouring  oi  Charity; 

prefer  honesty  to  lucre,  and  the  sacredness  of  that  true  Christian  Charity  wdiich  is  the 

of  duty  to  all  other  considerations.  fulfilling  of  the  whole  Gospel  law,  wliich  is 

And  another  great  advantage  would  result  always  ready  to  sacrifice  itself  for  others' sake, 

from  the  state  of  things  V/e  are  describing;  and  whicli  is  man’s  surest  antidote  against 

there  v/ould  be  so  much  more  hone  and  worldly  judde  and  immoderate  love  ot  stdt: 

possibility  of  recalling  to  a sense  of  their  that  Charity,  whose  office  is  de.^cribed  an! 

duty  those  w'orking  men  who  have  either  whose  Godlike  features  are  drawn  by  tj;:* 

given  up  their  faith  altogether,  or  w’hose  lives  Apostle  St.  Pan]  iu  these  w'ords:  Charitu  h' 

are  at '’variance  with  its  preceiks.  These  is /.:hu7,  . . tiaekcUi  noUar  ov:n, 

men,  in  most  cases,  feel  that  they  have  beeti  • . . sufferetJt  all  . . . endur- 

fooled  by  empty  promises,  and  deceived  by  cth  all 

false  apX>cara7ices.  They  cannot  but  perceive  Oji  each  one  of  you,  \ merabU*  Ihvt -r  p. 
that  ilieir  grasping  employers  too  often  treat  tind  on  your  Clergy  and  p■.opU',  as  an  ye:  ic ■! 
them  v.'itl/  tlie  greatest  inhumanitv,  and  of  Godks  mercy  and  a mark  ol  our  rdU'ct -m, 
hardly  care  for  them  beyond  the  profit  their  We  lovingly  iu  the  Jmrd  bostoiv  the  Ai>o:Uo]i.' 
labor  brings;  and  if  they  belong  to  an  Benediction.  _ , . 1 

Association,  it  is  probably  one  in  wdiicli  there  Given  c.t  St.  I’oter’.s  in  Pome,  the  rirty.'ntb  j 

exists,  in  place  of  charity  and  love,  that  day  of  May,  18bl,  tin*  loiirtct'uili  y«*ar  ot  CUn  j 

iniestme  strife  which  ahvays  s.ccompanios  Poutilicate. 

unre, signed  and  irreligious  poverty.  Broken  Mil., 

in  spirit  and  worn  down  in  body,  how  many  J I Coriutlihius  xiii.  -h  -7. 
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